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Mapping of the Incidents’ Locations 

 

 
Map 1: This map shows the perimeter of the sit-in location in Khartoum, Sudan, on 

June 3rd, 2019. 

Map 2: This map shows where the sexual and gender-based violence crimes occurred 

at the sit-in location in Khartoum, Sudan, on June 3rd, 2019, and the number of victims 

per location.  
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II. SUMMARY 

From June 2019 through June 2020, the Research Team investigated into the attack and 

the subsequent sexual and gender-based violence (“SGBV”) that took place on June 3rd, 

2019, and the following days, in Khartoum, Sudan. Overall, the Research Team 

interviewed a total 58 individuals,3 including 39 victims and 19 witnesses;4 and 

documented more specifically eight first-hand accounts of rape, two accounts of male 

and female attempt rape, seven accounts of other forms of sexual violence of 

comparable gravity, and 19 accounts of inhumane and degrading acts of a similar 

character intentionally causing great suffering, or serious injury to body or to mental or 

physical health, such as violent beatings with whips, cans, batons and sticks. In addition 

to firsthand evidence, there is also credible information to support at least 105 

additional incidents of rape during the dispersal of the sit-in.5 

Collectively, this report provides a detailed account of sexual and gender-based 

violence crimes (“SGBV crimes”)  (i.e. the underlying acts of rape, other form of sexual 

violence of comparable gravity such as sexual humiliations and sexual blackmail, 

torture; enforced disappearance of persons; and other inhumane acts of a similar 

character intentionally causing great suffering, or serious injury to body or to mental or 

physical health)6 that took place in-front of the General Military Command 

Headquarters and in other areas of Khartoum on June 3rd, 2019 and the following days.  

Over the course of approximately 14 hours, beginning on June 3rd, 2019, at 4:50 a.m., 

members of the Sudanese Armed Forces (“SAF”),7 the Rapid Support Forces (“RSF”), 

the Riot Control Police Forces, the National Intelligence and Security Services 

(“NISS”)8 and unidentified troops wearing black uniforms (collectively referred to as 

“Joint Forces”), identified as the perpetrators by protesters and other witnesses, 

attacked, massacred, raped or otherwise assaulted pacific pro-democracy protesters and 

civilians present at a sit-in that was taking place in Khartoum, Sudan.  

 
3 The Research Team gathered a total of 106 interview but will produce only 58 transcripts as 

attachments in this report. These 58 transcripts of interviews include three accounts of victims who 

were also subjected to assaults prior to the June 3rd massacre. 
4 For security reasons, the names of the Research Team documenters will remain confidential. 
5 Madania News, Documentation of 64 cases of rape in the sit-in massacre, 23 May 2020, available at 

https://www.madanianews.com/?p=1543. 
6 Rome Statute, art. 7(1): “For the purpose of this Statute, "crime against humanity" means any of 

the following acts when committed as part of a widespread or systematic attack directed against any 

civilian population, with knowledge of the attack: (a) Murder; (b) Extermination; (c) Enslavement; 

(d) Deportation or forcible transfer of population; (e) Imprisonment or other severe deprivation of 

physical liberty in violation of fundamental rules of international law; (f) Torture; (g) Rape, sexual 

slavery, enforced prostitution, forced pregnancy, enforced sterilization, or any other form of sexual 

violence of comparable gravity; (h) Persecution against any identifiable group or collectivity on 

political, racial, national, ethnic, cultural, religious, gender as defined in paragraph 3, or other 

grounds that are universally recognized as impermissible under international law, in connection 

with any act referred to in this paragraph or any crime within the jurisdiction of the Court; (i) 

Enforced disappearance of persons; (j) The crime of apartheid; (k) Other inhumane acts of a similar 

character intentionally causing great suffering, or serious injury to body or to mental or physical 

health.” 
7 The Sudanese Armed Forces (“SAF”) recently include the rebranded Janjaweed militia known as 

the Rapid Support Forces (“RSF”). 
8 The National Intelligence and Security Services (“NISS”) were recently renamed as the Sudanese 

General Intelligence Service. This report will refer to these forces as the NISS. 

https://www.madanianews.com/?p=1543
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This violent attack was first committed against peaceful civilians and pro-democracy 

protesters staging the sit-in in front of the General Military Command Headquarters, a 

neighborhood known as “Al-Qiyada” or “the headquarters”. Then, this attack spread to 

other areas of Khartoum and lasted for a period of three days. More specifically, the 

attack on civilians and protesters included the mass rape of women, girls, men and boys, 

as well as other forms of sexual violence of comparable gravity; beatings; torture; 

excessive use of force; cruel, inhumane and degrading treatment; arbitrary detention of 

scores of people; and forcible disappearances.  

Together, the Joint Forces widely attacked the civilian population, using various 

weapons such as (i) teargas, (ii) guns, (iii) whips, and (iv) various types of sticks, during 

the dispersal of the peaceful protest outside of the General Military Command 

Headquarters in Khartoum. For at least 14 hours, the Joint Forces targeted their attack 

on unarmed civilians and protesters present at the sit-in location before expanding the 

scope of their attack to the entire city of Khartoum for a three-day period.   

In addition to widespread and systematic SGBV crimes, the Joint Forces also killed and 

injured hundreds of civilians at the sit-in location and in the streets of Khartoum. 

Numerous missing individuals were found later dead in and pulled from the Nile River.9 

The Central Committee of Sudan Doctors (“CCSD”) stated that 40 bodies were 

recovered from the Nile River and were taken with vehicles, which belonged to the RSF 

militias, to an unknown destination.10 

Significantly, the perpetrators raped and carried out other SGBV crimes against the 

protesters and civilians. They proceeded by attacking from the perimeters of the sit-in, 

eliminating escape routes and dragging some protesters to some other locations in 

Khartoum using RSF pick-up trucks and Riot Control Police Forces trucks. The 

civilians who were not shot dead or raped were otherwise subjected to inhumane and 

degrading treatments and abuses intended to break their will power and dissuade them 

from continuing the protest.  

The next day, the United Nations (“the UN”) strongly condemned this excessive use of 

force by the Sudanese security forces against the civilian population and protesters, and 

urgently called for an independent investigation into the killings that took place in 

Khartoum.11 

 
9 The New York Times, 100 Killed in Sudan and Dozens of Bodies Are Pulled from Nile, Opposition says, 

4 Jun. 2019, available at https://www.nytimes.com/2019/06/04/world/africa/sudan-war-facts-

history.html; Dabanga, Khartoum massacre: Death toll at 100 as 40 bodies pulled from Nile, 5 Jun. 2019, 

available at https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/khartoum-massacre-death-toll-

at-100-as-40-bodies-pulled-from-nile; AP News, Sudan protesters say 40 bodies pulled from Nile in 

capital, 6 Jun. 2019, available at https://apnews.com/d36ef81ee72645d391df0ddfedefb426. 
10 CCSD, Central committee of Sudan doctors, Official Facebook Page, 5 Jun. 2019, available at 

https://www.facebook.com/Sudandoctorscommittee/photos/a.1775635796055662/2339370783

015491/?type=3&theater%20(accessed%20on%203%20Jun.%202020). 
11 Al Jazeera, ‘Bloody massacre’: Sudan forces kill at least 35, 4 Jun. 2019, available at 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/06/massacre-sudan-forces-kill-30-protesters-

190603163458318.html; Al Jazeera, Sudan crackdown: All the latest updates, 13 Jun. 2019, available at 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/06/cloneofsudan-crackdown-protesters-latest-updates-

190606083751943.html. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/06/04/world/africa/sudan-war-facts-history.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/06/04/world/africa/sudan-war-facts-history.html
https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/khartoum-massacre-death-toll-at-100-as-40-bodies-pulled-from-nile
https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/khartoum-massacre-death-toll-at-100-as-40-bodies-pulled-from-nile
https://apnews.com/d36ef81ee72645d391df0ddfedefb426
https://www.facebook.com/Sudandoctorscommittee/photos/a.1775635796055662/2339370783015491/?type=3&theater%20(accessed%20on%203%20Jun.%202020)
https://www.facebook.com/Sudandoctorscommittee/photos/a.1775635796055662/2339370783015491/?type=3&theater%20(accessed%20on%203%20Jun.%202020)
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/06/massacre-sudan-forces-kill-30-protesters-190603163458318.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/06/massacre-sudan-forces-kill-30-protesters-190603163458318.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/06/cloneofsudan-crackdown-protesters-latest-updates-190606083751943.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/06/cloneofsudan-crackdown-protesters-latest-updates-190606083751943.html
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     In the early hours of June 4th, 2019, the Transitional Military Council (“TMC”),12 

led by Lt-Gen. Abdel Fattah Al-Burhan (“Al-Burhan”), held a press conference on 

national television. Al-Burhan announced that the TMC decided to stop negotiating 

with the Forces of Freedom and Change Alliance (“FFC”);13 and canceled what had 

been agreed on, that is to say to hold general elections within nine months and create 

an investigation committee14 (“TMC Committee”) to investigate into the events of June 

3rd and 4th, 2019. One day later, Al-Burhan and the TMC stated that they were willing 

to resume the dialogue.15 

On July 27th, 2019, in a press conference held in Khartoum, the head of TMC 

Committee, Fateh Al-Rahman Saeed (“Fateh Al-Rahman”), stated that 87 people were 

killed and 168 injured during the June 3rd attack on the sit-in site. The TMC Committee 

also denied all rape and other SGBV accusations, the burning of tents during the attack; 

did not mention the bodies that were later found in the river Nile; and claimed that the 

RSF soldiers had disobeyed orders.16  

The opposition, primarily lead by the FFC and their driving force, the Sudanese 

Professionals Association (“SPA”),17 rejected the TMC Committee’s conclusions.18 In 

particular, the SPA raised credibility issues at the procedural level, when stating that: 

“[the investigation] was commissioned by the military council, this is challenging its 

integrity as the military council itself is accused in this case.”19 The FFC called for the 

formation of an independent commission of inquiry.  

Several months later, on September 21st, 2019, Prime Minister Abdullah Hamdok 

announced the creation of an independent committee (“Independent Committee”). 

However, in light of Sudan’s long known history of impunity for serious human rights 

 
12 The TMC was in power from April 11th until August 21st 2019. 
13 The FFC is an opposition group composed of civilian and rebel coalitions. 
14 France 24, Sudan's military council calls elections after protesters killed, 3 Jun. 2019, available at 

https://www.france24.com/en/20190603-sudan-sit-security-forces-try-disperse-khartoum-protest-

camp. 
15 Annex B: Al Jazeera, Sudan military admits it ordered brutal crackdown on protesters, 14 Jun. 2019, 

available at https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/06/sudan-military-admits-ordered-brutal-

crackdown-protesters-190614042623354.html; BBC, Sudan crisis: What do you need to know, 16 Aug. 

2019, available at https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-48511226. 
16 Annex A: Dabanga Sudan, Angry response to 'June 3 massacre' report in Sudan capital, 29 Jul. 2019, 

available at https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/angry-response-to-june-3-

massacre-report-in-sudan-capital; Press conference for announcing the results of the TMC 

Committee, available at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0yj0RYHLQFs&t=1906s (in 

Arabic) (accessed on 27 Jul. 2019); France 24, Sudanese opposition leader calls for international 

investigation into protest crackdown, 15 Jun. 2019, available at 

https://www.france24.com/en/20190615-sudan-opposition-leader-international-investigation-

protest-crackdown; Al Jazeera, Sudan protesters reject prosecutor’s report into June sit-in raid, 28 Jul. 

2019, available at https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/07/sudan-protesters-reject-prosecutor-

report-june-sit-raid-190728062135797.html. 
17 The SPA is an opposition group composed of a collaboration of different 17 Sudanese trades 

unions (including doctors, lawyers, health workers, etc…). 
18 Madamasr, Sudan opposition rejects committee report blaming sit-in attack on rogue security officers, 28 

Jul. 2019, available at https://madamasr.com/en/2019/07/28/feature/politics/sudan-opposition-

rejects-committee-report-blaming-sit-in-attack-on-rogue-security-officers/. 
19 Al Jazeera, Sudan protesters reject prosecutor’s report into June sit-in raid, 28 Jul. 2019, available at 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/07/sudan-protesters-reject-prosecutor-report-june-sit-

raid-190728062135797.html. 

https://www.france24.com/en/20190603-sudan-sit-security-forces-try-disperse-khartoum-protest-camp
https://www.france24.com/en/20190603-sudan-sit-security-forces-try-disperse-khartoum-protest-camp
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/06/sudan-military-admits-ordered-brutal-crackdown-protesters-190614042623354.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/06/sudan-military-admits-ordered-brutal-crackdown-protesters-190614042623354.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-48511226
https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/angry-response-to-june-3-massacre-report-in-sudan-capital
https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/angry-response-to-june-3-massacre-report-in-sudan-capital
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0yj0RYHLQFs&t=1906s
https://www.france24.com/en/20190615-sudan-opposition-leader-international-investigation-protest-crackdown
https://www.france24.com/en/20190615-sudan-opposition-leader-international-investigation-protest-crackdown
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/07/sudan-protesters-reject-prosecutor-report-june-sit-raid-190728062135797.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/07/sudan-protesters-reject-prosecutor-report-june-sit-raid-190728062135797.html
https://madamasr.com/en/2019/07/28/feature/politics/sudan-opposition-rejects-committee-report-blaming-sit-in-attack-on-rogue-security-officers/
https://madamasr.com/en/2019/07/28/feature/politics/sudan-opposition-rejects-committee-report-blaming-sit-in-attack-on-rogue-security-officers/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/07/sudan-protesters-reject-prosecutor-report-june-sit-raid-190728062135797.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/07/sudan-protesters-reject-prosecutor-report-june-sit-raid-190728062135797.html
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violations, the Civil Society raised credibility and independence concerns regarding this 

new Independent Committee.20 

The exact number of victims, whom the Joint Forces raped or otherwise subjected to 

sexual violence on June 3rd and the following days, cannot be stated with certainty, until 

an independent and impartial investigation, led by trained and independent 

investigators with extensive expertise in SGBV crimes, are incorporated within the 

Independent Committee. Only a thorough and unbiased investigation, complete with 

witness protection measures, with no ties with the Sudanese government, will enable 

civilians to feel safe and empower them to speak more freely about the crimes that they 

have suffered without fear of retaliation or cultural stigmatization. Ultimately, this will 

fully air the extent and gravity of the events that occurred on June 3rd, 2019, and the 

following two days.  

We call on the UN Security Council, the African Union (“AU”), the Peace and Security 

Council, and the Sudanese Transitional Government to: (i) take concrete steps to protect 

the civilian population from further human rights abuses; (ii) ensure access to medical 

care for victims; (iii)  create a witness/victim protection program for those who choose 

to come forward; and (iv) guarantee that those responsible for the crimes set out below 

are held accountable and brought to justice. 

  

 
20 Human Rights Watch, Sudan’s New Investigation Committee Raises Concerns, Revisions Needed to 

Ensure Independent, Credible Inquiry, 24 Sep. 2019, available at 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/09/24/sudans-new-investigation-committee-raises-concerns. 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/09/24/sudans-new-investigation-committee-raises-concerns
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III. RECOMMENDATIONS 

We call on the Sovereign Council of the Government of Sudan to: 

● Ensure that fair and impartial investigators are designated within the 

Independent Committee, created by Prime Minister Abdallah Hamdok, to 

investigate human rights violations and crimes that have been perpetrated 

against civilians since the inception of the protests (December 2018) to date.  

● Hold fair and transparent legal proceedings against perpetrators of all crimes 

and human rights violations related to the June 3rd, 2019 massacre.  

● Designate independent and trained SGBV experts within the Independent 

Committee to address, acknowledge and investigate SGBV crimes, in particular 

mass rapes, committed on June 3rd and 4th, 2019, and condemn and hold 

accountable all parties involved.  

● Create additional investigation committees to investigate SGBV crimes 

committed during other civilian protests in various cities of Sudan since April 

2019 as well as during the massacres that took place under Al-Bashir’s regime 

(e.g. in Darfur).21  

● Urgently sign and ratify international human rights conventions and treaties, 

and in particular the Convention on Elimination of all forms of Discrimination 

against Women (“CEDAW”) and the Maputo Protocol that have already been 

signed but not yet ratified. 

● Request support from the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

(“OHCHR”) to create a work plan aimed at reforming domestic laws and 

procedures that are in violation of international law and treaties.  

● Ensure that the Legislative Council has the power to lift immunities of any 

officials, including members of the Sovereign Council, to sustain the efforts to 

reach accountability, as agreed to in the August 17th, 2019 Agreement. 

● Allow to the AU, the UN and other international organizations, including the 

OHCHR, full access to monitor the human rights situation across Sudan on an 

ongoing basis. 

● Recognize and reinforce SGBV in the official programs of the government 

(especially in the ministries of health, justice and social development). 

 
21 Human Rights Watch, “Men with No Mercy” Rapid Support Forces Attacks against Civilians in Darfur, 

Sudan”, 9 Sep. 2015, available at https://www.hrw.org/report/2015/09/09/men-no-mercy/rapid-

support-forces-attacks-against-civilians-darfur-sudan; Human Rights Watch, Mass Rape in North 

Darfur Sudanese Army Attacks against Civilians in Tabit, 11 Feb. 2015, available at 

https://www.hrw.org/report/2015/02/11/mass-rape-north-darfur/sudanese-army-attacks-

against-civilians-tabit; Amnesty International, Report on Sudan: Darfur Rape As A Weapon Of War 

Sexual Violence And Its Consequences, 18 Jul. 2004, available at 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/AFR54/076/2004/en/; Human Rights Watch, “Good 

Girls Don’t Protest” Repression and Abuse of Women Human Rights Defenders, Activists, and Protesters in 

Sudan, 23 Mar. 2016, available at https://www.hrw.org/report/2016/03/23/good-girls-dont-

protest/repression-and-abuse-women-human-rights-defenders. 

 

https://www.hrw.org/report/2015/09/09/men-no-mercy/rapid-support-forces-attacks-against-civilians-darfur-sudan
https://www.hrw.org/report/2015/09/09/men-no-mercy/rapid-support-forces-attacks-against-civilians-darfur-sudan
https://www.hrw.org/report/2015/02/11/mass-rape-north-darfur/sudanese-army-attacks-against-civilians-tabit
https://www.hrw.org/report/2015/02/11/mass-rape-north-darfur/sudanese-army-attacks-against-civilians-tabit
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/AFR54/076/2004/en/
https://www.hrw.org/report/2016/03/23/good-girls-dont-protest/repression-and-abuse-women-human-rights-defenders
https://www.hrw.org/report/2016/03/23/good-girls-dont-protest/repression-and-abuse-women-human-rights-defenders
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We call the Independent Committee on the events of June 3, 2019 to: 

● Establish a protection program for victims, witnesses and anyone who may 

come forward and provide testimonies, leads, and/or data affiliated with the 

events under investigation and to include their families in the program, if 

needed. 

● Continue investigating the incident that took place on June 3rd, 2019, and similar 

incidents, to identify more victims and witnesses of this incident, identify the 

perpetrators of the crimes and try them before a court of law. 

● Fully investigate SGBV crimes, as well as killings and other crimes and human 

rights violations that occurred as a result of the June 3rd, 2019 attack; identify 

bodies resulting from this attack; provide families with adequate compensation, 

including all available information to the families of those that have 

“disappeared” so families can heal; and return remains to families for proper 

burial.  

 

We call the OHCHR to: 

● Support the Independent Committee with experts and technical assistance 

enabling them to undertake its mandate and meet the highest investigative and 

evidentiary standards.   

● Assist the transitional government on the reform agenda and on replacing all 

national laws that are inconsistent with international law and the treaties to be 

ratified. 

 

We call the European Union (“The EU”) and the troika governments (the US, the 

UK and Norway) to: 

● Support all efforts to bolster accountability mechanisms, including but not 

limited to providing support to the UN in providing experts and technical 

assistance to the national investigation committee announced on September 21st, 

2019, with a view to uphold international standards for investigations. 
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IV. METHODOLOGY 

For this report, the Research Team, composed of 5 documenters, conducted semi-

structured interviews of victims and/or witnesses of SGBV crimes committed on June 

3rd, 2019, of whom 41 were women and 14 were men. These include 13 pro-democracy 

protesters and 42 civilians. Additionally, the Research Team interviewed three victims 

of human rights abuses that occurred prior to June 3rd, 2019.22 

1. Security  

For privacy and security reasons, the identity of the Research Team and the 

interviewees’ personal information must remain confidential. Therefore, all names and 

personal details, such as names, residency areas and contact information, have been 

redacted in this report. Interviewees’ names have been replaced with code numbers (e.g. 

Person 01, Person 02, Person 3 etc.). Interviewers’ names have also been replaced with 

code numbers (e.g. Interview 01, Interviewer 02, Interviewer 03 etc.). 

2. Informed consent  

From July to November 2019, the Research Team interviewed victims, witnesses and 

conducted an extensive investigation to better understand and expose the extent of the 

SGBV crimes that occurred during the June 3rd, 2019 massacre and the following days.  

The Research Team first identified individuals who were present on the date of the 

incident; conducted interviews with these individuals after obtaining initial information 

and informed consent; and finally categorized them into the following groups: victims, 

witnesses and neither.  

The Research Team conducted these interviews individually both over the phone and 

in person in private rooms with the interviewers. The interviews were conducted in 

Arabic, which is the Sudanese language.  

Prior to the interviews, the Research Team informed the interviewees that: 

- The Research Team conducted interviews of witnesses and/or victims of SGBV 

crimes related to June 3rd, 2019 incident;  

- The documented interviews may be used in support of a report focusing on this 

incident;  

- Following the publication of this report, the information that the interviewees 

provided would be made public and available on public platforms; and 

- Their personal information would remain confidential for security and safety 

reasons.  

All individuals who were interviewed expressed security concerns related to fear of 

retaliation, including potential beatings, imprisonment and even murder by the 

 
22 S1/30 (P-30 Transcript of Interview), 6 Aug. 2019, p. 5 (P-30 stated that soldiers wearing beige 

colored-printed uniform beat her up as they were evacuating the neighborhood of Colombia during 

the night of May 13th 2019.); S1/57 (P-57 Transcript of Interview), 9 Oct. 2019, p. 5 (P-57 stated 

that she and her son were brutally beaten by the RSF on the night of May 13th 2019.); S1/65 (P-65 

Transcript of Interview), 7 Jun. 2020, p. 6, (P-65 stated that NISS agents raped him during the 

uprising of 2013 in Sudan.). 
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government authorities, especially the RSF militia, if it was known that they had spoken 

with the Research Team.  

Prior to and after the interviews, the Research Team obtained informed consent from 

each of the interviewee. No incentives were provided to individuals in exchange for 

information.   

3. Findings 

Despite the climate of fear following the events of June 3rd, 2019 and logistical 

challenges in 2020,23 the Research Team cross-referenced and verified numerous 

individual accounts. This report focuses on the SGBV crimes and other human rights 

abuses perpetrated by government forces in Khartoum during the 72-hour period related 

to the dispersal of the sit-in.  

Overall, the Research Team identified the names of 106 women, men, including two 

minors, who were victims and/or witnesses who were subjected to SGBV and/or other 

abuses by the Joint Forces, through the Research Team’s surveys, and attached the 58 

statements24 on which this report relies.  

Based on the 58 statements, and an analysis of the events and the pattern of crimes, this 

report provides a preliminary yet detailed and corroborated account of the SGBV that 

took place during Khartoum’s sit-in on June 3rd, 2019 and the following days.  

More specifically, the Research Team gathered evidence establishing that the following 

occurred on June 3rd:  

- Eight women were raped; 

- Six women were subjected to other forms of sexual violence;  

- 15 women witnessed rapes and/or other abuses inflicted upon other individuals 

(including male rape victim);25 

- 11 men witnessed rapes and/or abuses inflicted upon other individuals;26 

- One man and one woman were subjected to attempted rape; and 

- Three individuals witnessed rapes and/or other form of sexual violence 

inflicted specifically upon male individuals.27 

 
23 The Research Team has been working on analyzing and cross-referencing evidence since June 

2019 until today. In light of the Covid-19 outbreak, the Research Team has been facing several 

logistical challenges to continue its investigative work, notably the lack of Internet connection and 

difficulties to go on in the field to reach out to other potential victims and/or witnesses. 
24 These 58 statements include three victim statements describing human right abuses that happened 

prior to the June 3rd, 2019 massacre.  
25 Among these 15 female eyewitnesses, 11 women were also SGBV victims. One witness saw 

victims presented with injures consistent with SGVB. See S1/40 (P-40 Transcript of Interview), 31 

Aug. 2019, p. 8, (P-40 stated that she saw a girl with blood in her legs coming from the direction of 

the sit-in, where she told her she was raped by two RSF soldiers in the sit-in clinic.). 
26 Among these 11 male witnesses, 8 of which are rape witnesses. one witness is also a victim of an 

attempt rape. Additionally, one male witness saw a victim presenting injuries consistent with 

SGBV. See S1/1 (P-01 stated that the unidentified black-uniformed forces hit a guy in the gentiles 

in the HAC building.). 
27 The Research Team believes that there were additional men and boys who were subjected to 

SGBV at the sit-in site and/or other locations. However, it is well noted that disclosure for men and 

boys is more difficult given cultural stigmatization. See Madania News, Documentation of 64 cases of 

rape in the sit-in massacre, 23 May 2020, available at https://www.madanianews.com/?p=1543(   in 

Arabic) . 

https://www.madanianews.com/?p=1543
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Based on the above, the Research Team believes that an investigation led by 

independent and trained SGBV experts will likely lead to uncovering additional victims 

and/or witnesses provided that interviews are conducted in a secure location with 

confidentiality protocols and witness protection measures in place. In addition to the 

first-hand evidence collected and described above, the Research Team estimates that 

approximately 109 additional individuals were raped or subjected to sexual abuses that 

day, but has not been able to identify or interview them yet.28  

Moreover, the Research Team conducted open-source investigation and gathered 

additional documentary evidence by (i) verifying videos and images that were taken on 

June 3rd, 2019; (ii) accessing medical reports of victims who were assisted by the 

Research Team to be provided with medical care;29 (iii) cross-checking reports 

produced by other human rights activists; and (iv) harvested media newspaper articles 

to verify and corroborate the facts presented by first-hand evidence. 

 

  

 
28 The number provided of potential victims is based on second-hand evidence gathered from 

statements of victims and witnesses, and monitored cases by the Research Team: (i) victims who 

were identified by the Research Team but were afraid to talk; (ii) overall behavior and body 

language during interviews suggesting that some individuals were afraid to provide a full testimony; 

and (iii) victims and witnesses testimonies identifying other potential victims of rape or sexual 

violence, but the Research Team has not been able to interview them yet. Overall, the Research 

Team monitored and identified specifically 26 additional cases of potential victims, two identified 

rape victims who did not provide consent and three victims who were shot/found dead on June 3rd. 

However, the Research Team was unable to interview these monitored cases due to the Covid-19 

outbreak. See also Documentation of Khartoum massacre, 3 Jun. 2020 available at 

https://twitter.com/ThawragySD/status/1268219889808007168?s=03 (Additionally, based on 

open source documentation on social media platforms such as Twitter, there is evidence to believe 

that additional rape incidents were witnessed in other different areas of the sit-in location such as 

the Nile street and the University of Sudan Faculty Radiology.). 
29 The injuries described in one of the medical reports are consistent with rape injuries. 

https://twitter.com/ThawragySD/status/1268219889808007168?s=03
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V. BACKGROUND 

1. The Pattern of Violence against Social Protests 

As of mid-December 2018, students began protesting against the increasing price of 

bread in Sudan. The protests began in the southern town of Demazin, the capital city of 

the Blue Nile state, before spreading to other regions, including Atbara in the River Nile 

state, Al-Gadarif in eastern Sudan, and cities within Khartoum state on December 25th, 

2018.30  

On at least five separate occasions, the government forces responded to peaceful civilian 

protests by shooting unarmed protesters while protesters were shouting “peaceful, 

peaceful”.31 According to human rights activist groups, including Human Rights Watch, 

the NISS troops and the Riot Control Police Forces shot at protesters using live bullets 

aiming at vital organs and spraying tear gas, which killed and injured dozens of 

civilians.32 These examples demonstrate a systematic pattern of the use of excessive 

force against unarmed civilians aiming to suppress the protests against the Sudanese 

government.   

Prior to Omar Al-Bashir regime’s fall, such violent attacks were already taking place 

in Sudan. For instance, on April 6th, 2019, peaceful protesters staged a sit-in in front of 

the General Military Command Headquarters in Khartoum. In response to this peaceful 

sit-in, the NISS agents using guns and teargas targeted the civilian population present 

at the sit-in.33  

After Al-Bashir’s fall, similar systematic attacks against civilians and peaceful 

protesters demonstrating against the Sudanese government continued.34  

For instance, on May 14th, 2019, the RSF militia attacked protesters in the Columbia 

neighborhood – a known sit-in demonstration area in the city of Khartoum – in an 

attempt to disperse peaceful protesters and civilians from the area. The RSF opened fire 

gunfire killing and injuring dozens of people.35  

 
30 TRT World, Sudan protests spread to the capital city, 20 Dec. 2018, available at 

https://www.trtworld.com/africa/sudan-protests-spread-to-the-capital-city-22674.  
31 Human Rights Watch, They Were Shouting ‘Kill Them Sudan’s Violent Crackdown on Protesters in 

Khartoum’, 17 Nov 2019, available at https://www.hrw.org/report/2019/11/17/they-were-

shouting-kill-them/sudans-violent-crackdown-protesters-khartoum. 
32 Al-Jazeera, What prompted the protests in Sudan?, 26 Dec. 2018, available at 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/12/prompted-protests-sudan-181224114651302.html; 

Human Rights Watch, They Were Shouting ‘Kill Them Sudan’s Violent Crackdown on Protesters in 

Khartoum’, 17 Nov 2019, available at https://www.hrw.org/report/2019/11/17/they-were-

shouting-kill-them/sudans-violent-crackdown-protesters-khartoum. 
33 BBC News, Sudan protests: Inside the sit-in at army HQ, 9 April 2019, available at 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-47869171. 
34 AP news, Security agents attack Sudanese sit-ins, 5 killed in clashes, 14 May 2019, available at 

https://apnews.com/56d920e999404bf79fb85bc8368497b7. 
35 Middle east eye, Sudanese forces violently crack down on Nile-side neighborhood, 1 Jul. 2019, available 

at https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/sudanese-forces-violently-crack-down-louche-nile-side-

neighbourhood. 

https://www.trtworld.com/africa/sudan-protests-spread-to-the-capital-city-22674
https://www.hrw.org/report/2019/11/17/they-were-shouting-kill-them/sudans-violent-crackdown-protesters-khartoum
https://www.hrw.org/report/2019/11/17/they-were-shouting-kill-them/sudans-violent-crackdown-protesters-khartoum
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/12/prompted-protests-sudan-181224114651302.html
https://www.hrw.org/report/2019/11/17/they-were-shouting-kill-them/sudans-violent-crackdown-protesters-khartoum
https://www.hrw.org/report/2019/11/17/they-were-shouting-kill-them/sudans-violent-crackdown-protesters-khartoum
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-47869171
https://apnews.com/56d920e999404bf79fb85bc8368497b7
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/sudanese-forces-violently-crack-down-louche-nile-side-neighbourhood
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/sudanese-forces-violently-crack-down-louche-nile-side-neighbourhood
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On June 3rd, 2019,36 another widespread and systematic massacre took place against 

protesters staging the sit-in in Khartoum and spread to other parts of the city for a period 

of three days. Again, the Joint Forces followed the same pattern of attacking peaceful 

protesters in the sit-in location by shooting guns and teargas, resulting in killing and 

injuring hundreds of people, including the commission of SGBV crimes and other 

serious human rights violations and/or international crimes. The Joint Forces massively 

used gang rape, rape and other sexual violence of comparable gravity such as sexual 

humiliation and sexual harassment among other acts, targeting both women and men, 

as a weapon to both humiliate and deter civilians from continuing to protest against the 

new regime in Khartoum.  

     Despite Sudan being widely condemned by the international community for the June 

3rd attack,37 attacking civilians and protesters with heavy weaponry still remains a 

systematic pattern for the Sudanese government to disperse and discourage peaceful 

protests. On July 29th, 2019, the RSF soldiers and NISS Forces, as identified by the 

opposition groups, shot at least five protesters, including four high school students, in 

Al-Obeid, the capital of North Kordofan. Again, the students were protesting peacefully 

and demanding justice and better living conditions before the RSF militias and the 

Sudanese Security Forces shot at them, notably using snipers.38 

 
36 During the staging of the sit-in before the attack began on June 3rd, a witness had already seen 

SAF soldiers committing SGBV against civilians at the sit-in site. See S1/09 (P-09 Transcript of 

Interview), 3 Jun. 2020, pp. 15-17, (P-09 stated he witnessed a drunk SAF soldier raping a girl. This 

SAF soldier was brutally beaten by two individuals, including one who was wearing a governmental 

military uniform.). During the staging of the sit-in before the attack began on June 3rd, a witness had 

already seen SAF soldiers committing SGBV against civilians at the sit-in site. See S1/09 (P-09 

Transcript of Interview), 3 Jun. 2020, pp. 15-17, (P-09 stated he witnessed a drunk SAF soldier raping a 

girl. After trying to interfere, he was brutally beaten by two individuals, including one who was wearing 

a governmental military uniform.). 
37 Al Jazeera, ‘Bloody massacre’: Sudan forces kill at least 35, 4 Jun. 2019, available at 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/06/massacre-sudan-forces-kill-30-protesters-

190603163458318.html; UN News, Sudan: UN chief deplores excessive force used against pro-democracy 

protesters, call military and civilian leaders to ‘stay the course’ in negotiations, 3 Jun. 2019, available at 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/06/1039701; European Council, Council of the European 

Union, Sudan: Foreign Affairs Council statement, 17 Jun. 2019, available at 

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2019/06/17/sudan-foreign-affairs-

council-statement/; African Union, Statement of the Chairperson on the situation in Sudan, 3 Jun. 2019, 

available at https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20190603/statement-chairperson-situation-sudan; 

United Kingdom Government Website, Sudan: Troika statement, 4 Jun. 2019, available at 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/sudan-troika-statement-june-2019. 
38 Al Jazeera, Four students killed in El-Obeid ‘massacre’: Sudan opposition, 29 Jul. 2019, available at 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/07/sudan-school-children-shot-dead-el-obeid-massacre-

190729184528614.html; The Guardian, Sudan talks cancelled after shooting of child protesters in school 

uniforms, 30 Jul. 2019, available at https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/jul/29/four-

teenage-protesters-killed-by-security-forces-in-central-sudan; Sudanese Archive, Violence against 

protesters in El-Obeid on July 29, 2019, 19 May 2020, available at 

https://www.sudanesearchive.org/en/investigations/el-obeid.html. The Research Team provided 

the example of the attack in Al Obeid but this is not an isolated incident that happened after the 

massacre on June 3rd, 2019. See e.g. Sudanese Archive, Violence against protesters in Omdurman on June 

30, 19 Aug. 2019, available at https://sudanesearchive.org/en/investigations/omdurman.html 

(Similarly, on 30 June 2019, peaceful protesters assembled in 28 cities across Sudan. In the city of 

Omdurman located across Khartoum, government security forces attacked medical staff and 

protesters, killing eight and injuring at least 50. In addition, acts of violence were reported in nine 

major cities.). 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/06/massacre-sudan-forces-kill-30-protesters-190603163458318.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/06/massacre-sudan-forces-kill-30-protesters-190603163458318.html
https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/06/1039701
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2019/06/17/sudan-foreign-affairs-council-statement/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2019/06/17/sudan-foreign-affairs-council-statement/
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20190603/statement-chairperson-situation-sudan
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/sudan-troika-statement-june-2019
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/07/sudan-school-children-shot-dead-el-obeid-massacre-190729184528614.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/07/sudan-school-children-shot-dead-el-obeid-massacre-190729184528614.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/jul/29/four-teenage-protesters-killed-by-security-forces-in-central-sudan
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/jul/29/four-teenage-protesters-killed-by-security-forces-in-central-sudan
https://www.sudanesearchive.org/en/investigations/el-obeid.html
https://sudanesearchive.org/en/investigations/omdurman.html
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2. The Human Rights Abuses committed by the Sudanese Armed Forces and 

National Intelligence Security Services Forces  

The SAF, the RSF, and NISS agents, have been notoriously known for repeatedly 

violating the human rights of civilians for years.39 Historically, SGBV has been widely 

and systematically used as a weapon against the Sudanese population throughout the 

Al-Bashir regime, targeting both women and men, in order to instill fear within the 

civilian population and destroy the social fabric of communities.40 During the past two 

decades, government security forces, in particular the NISS and the RSF (previously as 

the Janjaweed militia), have committed gang rape, rape, sexual abuse and torture 

against female activists or civilians to threaten and dissuade them from continuing their 

freedom of expression.41 

Throughout the Al-Bashir regime, SGBV was used as a weapon of war in Darfur and 

other conflict zones. For example, SGBV was used as a tool against South Sudanese 

women prior to the independence referendum in 2011,42 or women from marginalized 

areas in Khartoum.43  

Human Rights Watch reported that “Nuba women activists working with displaced 

communities in Khartoum and Omdurman have also been targeted for rape and sexual 

violence, often by security personnel […] In many of these cases, the women activists 

were displaced, from marginalized communities, and did not have resources or 

contacts with relevant organizations to protect themselves from possible abuses.”44 

 
39 Human Rights Watch, “Men with No Mercy” Rapid Support Forces Attacks Against Civilians in Darfur, 

Sudan”, 9 Sep. 2015, available at https://www.hrw.org/report/2015/09/09/men-no-mercy/rapid-

support-forces-attacks-against-civilians-darfur-sudan; Human Rights Watch, Mass Rape in North 

Darfur Sudanese Army Attacks against Civilians in Tabit, 11 Feb. 2015, available at 

https://www.hrw.org/report/2015/02/11/mass-rape-north-darfur/sudanese-army-attacks-

against-civilians-tabit. 
40 Amnesty International, Report on Sudan: Darfur Rape as a Weapon of War Sexual Violence and Its 

Consequences, 18 Jul. 2004, available at 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/AFR54/076/2004/en/. 
41 Human Rights Watch, “Good Girls Don’t Protest” Repression and Abuse of Women Human Rights 

Defenders, Activists, and Protesters in Sudan, 23 Mar. 2016, available at 

https://www.hrw.org/report/2016/03/23/good-girls-dont-protest/repression-and-abuse-women-

human-rights-defenders; Human Rights Watch, “Men with No Mercy” Rapid Support Forces Attacks 

Against Civilians in Darfur, Sudan”, 9 Sep. 2015, available at 

https://www.hrw.org/report/2015/09/09/men-no-mercy/rapid-support-forces-attacks-against-

civilians-darfur-sudan. 
42 Human Rights Watch, “There is No Protection”, Insecurity and Human Rights in Southern Sudan, 

12 Feb. 2009, available at https://www.hrw.org/report/2009/02/12/there-no-

protection/insecurity-and-human-rights-southern-sudan; United Nations Population Fund, 

Working with Police in South Sudan to Assist Survivors of Gender-Based Violence, 20 Jan. 2011, available 

at https://www.unfpa.org/news/working-police-south-sudan-assist-survivors-gender-based-

violence. 
43 Human Rights Watch, “Good Girls Don’t Protest” Repression and Abuse of Women Human Rights 

Defenders, Activists, and Protesters in Sudan, 23 Mar. 2016, available at 

https://www.hrw.org/report/2016/03/23/good-girls-dont-protest/repression-and-abuse-women-

human-rights-defenders. 
44 Human Rights Watch, “Good Girls Don’t Protest” Repression and Abuse of Women Human Rights 

Defenders, Activists, and Protesters in Sudan, 23 Mar. 2016, available at 

https://www.hrw.org/report/2015/09/09/men-no-mercy/rapid-support-forces-attacks-against-civilians-darfur-sudan
https://www.hrw.org/report/2015/09/09/men-no-mercy/rapid-support-forces-attacks-against-civilians-darfur-sudan
https://www.hrw.org/report/2015/02/11/mass-rape-north-darfur/sudanese-army-attacks-against-civilians-tabit
https://www.hrw.org/report/2015/02/11/mass-rape-north-darfur/sudanese-army-attacks-against-civilians-tabit
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/AFR54/076/2004/en/
https://www.hrw.org/report/2016/03/23/good-girls-dont-protest/repression-and-abuse-women-human-rights-defenders
https://www.hrw.org/report/2016/03/23/good-girls-dont-protest/repression-and-abuse-women-human-rights-defenders
https://www.hrw.org/report/2015/09/09/men-no-mercy/rapid-support-forces-attacks-against-civilians-darfur-sudan
https://www.hrw.org/report/2015/09/09/men-no-mercy/rapid-support-forces-attacks-against-civilians-darfur-sudan
https://www.hrw.org/report/2009/02/12/there-no-protection/insecurity-and-human-rights-southern-sudan
https://www.hrw.org/report/2009/02/12/there-no-protection/insecurity-and-human-rights-southern-sudan
https://www.unfpa.org/news/working-police-south-sudan-assist-survivors-gender-based-violence
https://www.unfpa.org/news/working-police-south-sudan-assist-survivors-gender-based-violence
https://www.hrw.org/report/2016/03/23/good-girls-dont-protest/repression-and-abuse-women-human-rights-defenders
https://www.hrw.org/report/2016/03/23/good-girls-dont-protest/repression-and-abuse-women-human-rights-defenders
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Moreover, not only the Sudanese government forces used SGBV crimes as a weapon 

to silence female activists but also against men activists.  

For instance, Person 65 described how NISS officials raped him in 2013: “He cuffed 

my right leg to the bed and my hands and legs with each part of the bed, I was on my 

back the entire time, so they put this thing inside me […] It’s designed to look exactly 

like a penis, it was made of a hard material I don’t know if it was some type of plastic 

or metal, but it was exactly like a penis.”45 

Notably, while the regime itself has changed, the pattern of attacks against protesters 

and the Joint Forces’ use of SGBV as a powerful tool to silence opposition has remained 

the same.   

When viewed contextually, the attack on the June 3rd sit-in is not an isolated incident, 

but instead, part of a wider pattern of crimes that involves the same perpetrators (i.e. 

the RSF, the NISS, the SAF, the Riot Control Police Forces etc.), underscoring the fact 

that behaviors have not changed since the inauguration of the transitional government. 

While the regime’s leaders may have changed on their face, the repression against pro-

democracy civilians has not. Instead, male46 and female civilians remain targeted and 

SGBV is used as a tool to instill fear among civilians and maintain control thereby 

destroying Sudan’s cultural and community fabric and marginalized populations even 

further.  

Person 15 described how a RSF soldier assaulted her: “Their faces, their voices, 

everything, they are the Janjaweed, the RSF soldiers. Written is “RSF special forces” 

and that’s also how I knew it was them  [...]  these people, they don’t know how to speak 

Arabic properly. Their accent is not fluent. Some of them weren’t speaking Arabic at 

all. I knew they were the people of Hemedti. The eldest amongst them was the one who 

groped me and I was wrestling with. He violently groped both my breasts, and then I 

don’t know, I did not know what was going on, I fell unconscious. Until now, these 

areas hurt me. My breasts hurt me severely. The soldier swore at me, he said “You 

whore.” and I said “Your mother is a whore” and then he groped my breasts and that 

is when I fell unconscious.”47 

 

  

 
https://www.hrw.org/report/2016/03/23/good-girls-dont-protest/repression-and-abuse-women-

human-rights-defenders. 
45 S1/65 (P-65 Transcript of Interview), 7 Jun. 2020, p. 6. 
46 E.g. S1/1 (P-01 Transcript of Interview), 9 Jun. 2019, p. 12; S1/9 (P-09 Transcript of Interview), 3 Jun. 

2020, pp. 11-12; S1/63 (P-63 Transcript of Interview), 11 Oct. 2019, p. 16. 
47 S1/15 (P-15 Transcript of interview), 23 Jul. 2019, p. 10. 

https://www.hrw.org/report/2016/03/23/good-girls-dont-protest/repression-and-abuse-women-human-rights-defenders
https://www.hrw.org/report/2016/03/23/good-girls-dont-protest/repression-and-abuse-women-human-rights-defenders
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VI. HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS COMMITTED BY THE 

SUDANESE AUTHORITIES AND ITS FORCES 

1. The violent dispersal of the Khartoum sit-in on the June 3rd, 2019  

In late May 2019, civilian protesters continued expressing concern about the TMC’s 

“expected” dispersal of the Khartoum sit-in site.  

On May 31st, 2019, RSF’s Major General Othman Hamed made a public statement 

accusing the protesters of “attracting prostitutes and hashish sellers.”48  

During the dark and early morning hours of June 3rd, 2019, rumors started to spread 

amongst the civilian protesters that numerous forces had moved from different parts of 

the city towards the sit-in location. The protesters were chanting and using social media 

platforms to urge people to come to the sit-in site.49 The electricity was also shut down 

all over the sit-in location, which resulted in the clinics not working efficiently and the 

protesters inability to see, as it was still dark.50  

Witnesses saw many SAF soldiers, who were located in the sit-in premises, moving with 

SAF pick-up trucks, from the location of the sit-in to inside the General Military 

Commands Headquarters.51 

The Joint Forces came from the eastern entrance of the sit-in through Nile Street, near 

the area of Colombia;52 and through the Al-Gamaa Street,53 from the northern entrance 

through the Blue Nile Bridge;54 and from the southern entrance through Burri 

neighborhood (a residential neighborhood adjacent to the sit-in location), all the way to 

the General Army Command Headquarters55 near the El-Baladya Street’s cross-section.  

By arriving through multiple entry points in areas with limited access, the Joint Forces 

left a majority of civilians with no way to escape.56 The limited number of civilians, 

who managed a narrow escape from Burri Road or Ebed Khatim Street, was then 

followed to Burri neighborhood and onwards in different areas of Khartoum, where the 

 
48 U.S. News, Protesters in Sudan Fear Long-Term Sit-In Could Be Dispersed, 31 May 2019, available at 

https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2019-05-31/al-jazeera-says-sudan-shuts-down-

bureau-amid-sit-in-threat. 
49 S1/24 (P-24 Transcript of Interview), 5 Aug. 2019, p. 6; S1/39 (P-39 Transcript of Interview), 20 

Aug. 2019, p. 8. 
50 S1/9 (P-09 Transcript of Interview), 3 Jun. 2020, p. 9 (P-09 stated that the electricity was out in the 

day of the dispersal, and this affected the clinic efficiency.); S1/39 (P-39 Transcript of Interview), 20 

Aug. 2019, p. 9 (P-39 stated that when the sun rose, they were able to see without the use of 

flashlights.). 
51 S1/68 (P-68 Transcript of Interview), 4 Sep. 2019, p. 11; S1/52 (P-52 Transcript of Interview), 27 

Sep. 2019, pp. 10-11. 
52 S1/24 (P-24 Transcript of Interview), 5 Aug. 2019, pp. 6-7; S1/46 (P-46 Transcript of Interview), 

4 Sep. 2020, p. 6. 
53 S1/46 (P-46 Transcript of Interview), 4 Sep. 2019, p. 11; S1/68 (P-68 Transcript of Interview), 4 

Sep. 2019, p. 7. 
54 S1/46 (P-46 Transcript of Interview), 4 Sep. 2019, p. 11; S1/68 (P-68 Transcript of Interview), 4 

Sep. 2019, p. 7; S1/67 (P-67 Transcript of Interview), 4 Jun. 2020, p. 7. 
55 S1/54 (P-54 Transcript of Interview), 5 Oct. 2019, p. 5; S1/39 (P-39 Transcript of Interview), 20 

Aug. 2019, pp. 8-9. 
56 S1/1 (P-01 Transcript of Interview), 9 Jul. 2019, pp. 8-9; S1/26 (P-26 Transcript of Interview), 6 

Aug. 2019, p. 5; S1/68 (P-68 Transcript of Interview), 4 Sep. 2019, p. 8; S1/67 (P-67 Transcript of 

Interview), 4 Jun. 2020, p. 8. 

https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2019-05-31/al-jazeera-says-sudan-shuts-down-bureau-amid-sit-in-threat
https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2019-05-31/al-jazeera-says-sudan-shuts-down-bureau-amid-sit-in-threat
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Joint Forces later attacked them.57 In total, the attack against the unarmed civilians lasted 

three full days. 

In the sit-in location and other areas of Khartoum, the Joint Forces attacked the unarmed 

civilians and protesters in a systematic pattern of first shooting teargas followed by 

gunshots, and then beating them up with sticks and whips.58 This modus operandi 

demonstrates intent as well as coordinated and premeditated actions from the overall 

Joint Forces, and that such a tactical raid had been meticulously planned. 

The Nile Street Attacks 

At 4:50 a.m., the Joint Forces were located on Nile Street, within the parameter of the 

sit-in location.59 The RSF troops came in pickup trucks that belonged to the RSF.60 The 

Riot Control Police Forces were seen coming out from pickup trucks. Both the RSF and 

the Riot Control Police Forces parked next to the barricades, turned their headlights off 

and marched towards the last barricade on Nile Street.61 

At 5:10 a.m., the Joint Forces began attacking the sit-in; they first came running towards 

the protesters, marching inside the sit-in location as the protesters retreated.62  

Then, the Riot Control Police Forces shot teargas while protesters remained in the Nile 

street, the Blue Nile Bridge and the University of Khartoum; but they were later forced 

to flee from the area moments after the RSF and the Unidentified Black-Uniformed 

Forces63 started shooting them with live ammunition.64  

Gunshots were fired from Nile Street to Burri neighborhood targeting both protesters 

and the civilians who managed to escape the perimeter, indiscriminately killing and 

injuring anyone who crossed their path.  

Person 48 described the events: “…just as I sat on the chair like this, these people came 

to us running. When we ran, just as we left there, upstairs in the kitchen of the eye 

hospital people went up there and started throwing stones at the soldiers, and the 

soldiers went backwards and some of them claimed the hospital. I ran to Al-Muallim 

 
57 S1/1 (P-01 Transcript of Interview), 9 Jul. 2019, p. 11; S1/66 (P-66 Transcript of Interview), 20 

Jun. 2020, p. 6; S1/39 (P-39 Transcript of Interview), 20 Aug. 2019, pp. 10-11. 
58 S1/1 (P-01 Transcript of Interview), 9 Jul. 2019, p. 8 (P-01 stated that while he was working in 

the HAC clinic on the first injures, such as asthma attack caused by teargas, he heard several 

gunshots. He also saw them using three tools as weapons: whips, canes and bastonas (flexible thin 

sticks made of bamboo) that were 3-4 dim. They mainly used the bastonas but the whips and canes 

were used when the protesters tried to run, resist or scream.); S1/46 (P-46 Transcript of Interview), 

4 Sep. 2019, pp. 11-13 (P-46 described the weapons that the Joint Forces used against the protesters: 

teargas, batons, live ammunition, whips, and canes. They also continued using firearms when 

shooting at the unarmed captured protesters.). 
59  S1/24 (P-24 Transcript of Interview), 5 Aug. 2019, p. 6. 
60 These trucks had RSF license plates. 
61 S1/24 (P-24 Transcript of Interview), 5 Aug. 2019, p. 7 (P-24 stated that he saw RSF thatches 

with RSF soldiers along with about 3-4 trucks that belonged to the Riot Control Police Forces and 

he also saw usual pickup trucks carrying the Riot Control Police Forces as well.). 
62 S1/24 (P-24 Transcript of Interview), 5 Aug. 2019, p. 6. 
63 The “Black-Uniformed Forces” are still unidentified. 
64 S1/24 (P-24 Transcript of Interview), 5 Aug. 2019, pp. 6-7; S1/46 (P-46 Transcript of Interview), 

4 Sep. 2019, pp. 10-11. 
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hospital, but from the side of my eye I saw that few people were shot right inform of me. 

Gunshots, *takh takh* in their feet and some even died.”65 

The Attack from the Blue Nile Bridge 

At approximately 5 a.m., the Riot Control Police Forces along with the RSF and the 

NISS carrying weapons such as whips and sticks, came on foot66 through the Blue Nile 

Bridge and fired teargas and bullets at the protesters.67 The protesters started throwing 

stones and bricks at the forces, which lead them to recede backwards.68  

The RSF, the Riot Control Police Forces and the NISS came again with more troops and 

carrying weapons and heavy armory such as anti-aircraft weapon, DShK 193869 (i.e. 

Doshaka) and AK riffles.70 Then, these forces started shooting the unarmed protesters 

with heavy gunfire, aiming directly at them. As the forces got closer, they shot teargas 

as the protesters were trying to escape University of Khartoum.71 

 

 

This video was taken on the street in front of the University of Khartoum’s Mosque.72  

 
65 S1/48 (P-48 Transcript of Interview), 27 Sep. 2019, p. 6. 
66 S1/66 (P-66 Transcript of Interview), 20 Jun. 2020, p. 5. 
67 S1/46 (P-46 Transcript of Interview), 4 Sep. 2019, p. 11; S1/68 (P-68 Transcript of Interview), 4 

Sep. 2019, p. 7. 
68 S1/46 (P-46 Transcript of Interview), 4 Sep. 2019, p. 11; S1/68 (P-68 Transcript of Interview), 4 

Sep. 2019, p. 7; S1/24 (P-24 Transcript of Interview), 5 Aug. 2019, p. 7. 
69 DShK 1938 is a soviet heavy machinegun with a V-shaped “butterfly” trigger firing the 

12.7x108mm cartridge. 
70 S1/68 (P-68 Transcript of Interview), 4 Sep. 2019, pp. 7-8; S1/67 (P-67 Transcript of Interview), 

4 Jun. 2020, pp. 7. 
71 S1/46 (P-46 Transcript of Interview), 4 Sep. 2019, p. 11; S1/24 (P-24 Transcript of Interview), 5 

Aug. 2019, p. 7; S1/67 (P-67 Transcript of Interview), 4 Jun. 2019, p. 7. 
72 This video shows the famous Mosque University tower, the black and white pavement, and the 

foliage in front of the university. The man in the video was shot at these geographic coordinates 

15.609364, 32.544824. Video available at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PEZtpsylVlQ&list=PL2tiZUfKr4d4Zpw9WCnf37fkIZO5b

mqwe&index=9. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PEZtpsylVlQ&list=PL2tiZUfKr4d4Zpw9WCnf37fkIZO5bmqwe&index=9
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PEZtpsylVlQ&list=PL2tiZUfKr4d4Zpw9WCnf37fkIZO5bmqwe&index=9
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Landmarks as they look on Google maps.  

The Joint forces came through the Clinic Street while the RSF, the Riot Control Police 

Forces and NISS came from the Blue Nile Bridge. The Riot Control Police Forces were 

also seen entering the premises of Khartoum’s University before the beginning of the 

attack73 through Al-Gamaa’ Street.74  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This video was taken on the street in front of the University of Khartoum’s Mosque.75  

 
73 S1/46 (P-46 Transcript of Interview), 4 Sep. 2019, p. 11; S1/68 (P-68 Transcript of Interview), 4 

Sep. 2019, p. 7. 
74 S1/68 (P-68 Transcript of Interview), 4 Sep. 2019, p. 7. 
75 The video starts with showing the RSF and Riot Control Police Forces rounding and roughing 

up protesters, and physically harassing a woman. This video shows the obelisk structure, which the 

University of Khartoum’s Mosque is famous for. In the same frame, an electricity pole can be seen 

on the right of the obelisk structure. As the camera pans out, one can see a billboard, which is also 

visible in Google Earth. The video was taken next to these coordinates 15.609684, 

32.544762. Video available at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l5dtI_zFOEE&list=WL&index=39. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l5dtI_zFOEE&list=WL&index=39
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Landmarks as they look on Google earth.  

As the protesters receded back to the tunnel, the Unidentified Black-Uniformed Forces’ 

snipers were shooting the protesters from behind.76 The protesters were then forced to 

escape through El-Baladya Street, Infantry Seventh Troop Street and to Al-Qiyada 

Street77, while the Joint Forces kept shooting live bullets, teargas and flash-bang 

grenades at them.78  Many of the unarmed civilians were shot dead while trying to escape 

the sit-in location.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This video was taken in front of the tunnel leading to Al-Gamaa’ Street.79   

 

 
76  S1/68 (P-68 Transcript of Interview), 4 Sep. 2019, p. 8;  S1/46 (P-46 Transcript of Interview), 4 

Sep. 2019, p. 16. 
77 S1/24 (P-24 Transcript of Interview), 5 Aug. 2019, p. 8; S1/66 (P-66 Transcript of Interview), 20 

Jun. 2020, p. 7. 
78 S1/46 (P-46 Transcript of Interview), 4 Sep. 2019, p. 11; S1/68 (P-68 Transcript of Interview), 4 

Sep. 2019, pp. 7-8; S1/24 (P-24 Transcript of Interview), 5 Aug. 2019, p. 7; S1/66 (P-66 Transcript 

of Interview), 20 Jun. 2020, p. 6; S1/67 (P-67 Transcript of Interview), 4 Jun. 2019, p. 6. 
79 This video shows a standoff between unarmed civilians, the Police Forces and the RSF. The video 

also shows a victim, whose body was later found in the Nile River and presented a bullet wound in 

the head. In the video one can see: (i) an electricity tower, which is close to the University of 

Khartoum’s Mosque; and (ii) a tunnel which belongs to the Blue Nile Bridge and a high wall of 

greenery, which the Research Team matched with one visible on Google Earth through historical 

satellite images. The video was shot from these geographic coordinates 15.610116, 32.544976. 

Video available at https://twitter.com/albarqawi_999/status/1179785594077102081?s=03. 

https://twitter.com/albarqawi_999/status/1179785594077102081?s=03
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Landmarks as they look on Google earth. 

Person 46 stated that: “They retreated back to the beginning of the bridge. Rocks were 

being thrown at them from all directions. It was a 5 minutes period between the first 

and the second time they came in. the second time they came in it, they came in strong 

and heavy. They were shooting everyone in their sight without any regard to age and 

gender and even those who weren’t throwing rocks at them were being shot at. It’s as if 

they had feeling of unjust towards everyone.”80 

The General Military Command Headquarters’ Street Attacks 

At approximately the same time as the “Nile Street attack” (i.e. 4:30 a.m.), the RSF 

soldiers began arriving in front of the General Military Command Headquarters’ 

buildings.81  

Then, the RSF soldiers entered the perimeter of the sit-in location, driving pickup trucks 

with license plates depicting (ق.د.س), the Arabic abbreviation of the RSF. After the RSF 

trucks arrived, approximately the same number of white pickup82 trucks with Riot 

Control Police Forces appeared.83  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
80 S1/46 (P-46 Transcript of Interview), 4 Sep. 2019, p. 11. 
81 S1/39 (P-39 Transcript of Interview), 20 Aug. 2019, pp. 8-9. 
82 The NISS agents usually use White Toyota Helix pick-up trucks. The other pick-up trucks belong 

to an unidentified source as they look like civilian-owned cars. Generally, forces use the same prints 

from their uniforms on their cars or trucks to identify them as such. 
83 S1/39 (P-39 Transcript of Interview), 20 Aug. 2019, p. 7; S1/55 (P-55 Transcript of Interview), 5 

Oct. 2019, p. 8; S1/66 (P-66 Transcript of Interview), 20 Jun. 2019, p. 6. 
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This video was taken in front of the Armed Forces Headquarters.84  

 

 

Landmarks as they look on Google earth. 

 

Person 54 witnessed the RSF troops arriving at the sit-in location in buses that belong 

to the government public transportation company.85 Unarmed civilians were chanting 

“ambulance after ambulance, welcome death we are not scared.” After the gunshots 

began in Nile Street, the Joint Forces started attacking the civilians with whips, sticks 

and guns.86 

 

 
84 This video shows several Land Cruisers with no licence plates and RSF pick-up trucks with licence 

plates presenting the Arabic abbreviation of “RSF”. These vehicles are driving in front of the Armed 

Forces Headquarters. One can see the arched gate to the Armed Forces Headquarters, and the 

multiple-arched wall surrounding the Headquarters. The multiple-arched wall makes an L shape 

and is  marked in green. RSF soldiers wearing their beige uniforms are driving the vehicles. The 

Toyota land cruiser’s logo is marked in purple, and the Riot Control Police Forces are driving the 

vehicle and carrying AK-47 riffles. Video available at 

https://web.facebook.com/watch/?extid=Ld37fVtsudJ1w2mj&v=1846932785440310. 
85 S1/54 (P-54 Transcript of Interview), 5 Oct. 2019, p. 5. 
86 S1/39 (P-39 Transcript of Interview), 20 Aug. 2019, pp. 9-12. 

https://web.facebook.com/watch/?extid=Ld37fVtsudJ1w2mj&v=1846932785440310
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This video was taken at Al-Qiyada Street.87  

 

 

Landmarks as they look on Google maps. 

 

Person 54 stated that: “I was sitting next to the airport gate and it rained at two or three 

in the morning. RSF soldiers came by the governor’s buses and started beating us with 

sticks and batons, so we ran, leaving behind our properties and our money, and we went 

to Burri. Some of them caught up, beat us, and our clothes were shredded.”88 

SGBV crimes started to take place as soon as the gunshots were fired. At the sit-in 

location, the first case of rape was identified at the very beginning of the attack, during 

the dark early morning of June 3rd.89 The attack at the sit-in site before the Military 

Headquarters lasted for at least 14 hours, during which detained civilians and/or 

protesters were ordered to take down the barricades.90 The last case of rape at the sit-in 

site itself was identified 14 hours after the beginning of the attack at approximately 6:00 

p.m.91  

The Research Team was not able to verify the exact number of SGBV crimes that 

occurred at the sit-in location, the Al-Mugran Police Department or other locations. 

However, according to CCSD, doctors examined more than 70 cases and confirmed that 

the injuries that they examined and treated were consistent with rape.92  

The Joint Forces committed SGBV crimes under the threat of harm i.e. rape (gang rape, 

rape and attempted rape) and other former sexual violence of comparable gravity (sexual 

 
87 These screenshots were taken from a video posted on Twitter. The video was shot at these 

geographical coordinates 15°36'33.7"N 32°33'07.1"E on Al-Qiyada Street. One can see the arches 

across the road of Al-Qiyada Street, a billboard in the middle of the road and a triangular patch of 

green when compared to Google Earth. Video available at 

https://twitter.com/montii1978/status/1135427680315281408?s=03. 
88 S1/54 (P-54 Transcript of Interview), 5 Oct. 2019, p. 5. 
89 S1/33 (P-33 Transcript of Interview), 7 Aug. 2019, p. 7. 
90 S1/46 (P-46 Transcript of Interview), 4 Sep. 2019, p. 13. 
91 S1/45 (P-45 Transcript of Interview), 31 Aug. 2019, p. 12. 
92 The Guardian, Sudanese doctors say dozens of people were raped during the attack, 11 Jun. 2019, 

available at https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/jun/11/sudan-troops-protesters-attack-

sit-in-rape-khartoum-doctors-report. 

https://twitter.com/montii1978/status/1135427680315281408?s=03
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/jun/11/sudan-troops-protesters-attack-sit-in-rape-khartoum-doctors-report
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/jun/11/sudan-troops-protesters-attack-sit-in-rape-khartoum-doctors-report
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assaults, humiliations to women and men, torture, inhumane and degrading treatment) 

during the dispersal of the sit-in and after. The RSF soldiers also blackmailed and forced 

women to have sex with them in exchange of retrieving back their belongings that they 

had left behind in the sit-in site93  or to take their money in order to get them out of the 

sit-in location.94 Several survivors reported that the RSF filmed many victims95 as they 

were humiliating and beating them; and some rapes and sexual abuses occurred in public 

during the daylight.96 

In efforts to prevent the documentation of the human rights violations and the crimes 

that were committed during the sit-in dispersal, the RSF took all camera phones, and 

targeted and moved journalists from the sit-in location.97  

For instance, Person 24 stated that: “Whatever that you’re carrying gets searched and 

if they didn’t find anything they let you go, but if they found a camera or a laptop you 

get beaten right away, they found 2 men carrying laptops and those were taken on the 

thatcher without speaking to them, they used to say that those are journalists.”98 

Similarly, Person 09 described that that: “I stood up and said: “don’t say stuff like this 

because there was 6 who were wearing the RSF uniform raped them” he slapped me in 

the face, I was swaying then and he said: “don’t you dare say stuff like this” then he 

pulled me […] He took me to an office he was first beating me and screaming: “the RSF 

won’t do thing like this, it’s impossible” then his attitude change and he started telling 

me calmly: “the RSF don’t do things like this don’t you dare say stuff like this” so I told 

him: “I didn’t say they were RSF I said they were dressed in the RSF uniform, I don’t 

know what they belong to”.”99 

In addition, evidence suggests that there was targeting of specific ethnicities, such as 

individuals from Nuba Mountains, Darfur or other marginalized areas.100  

Person 46 witnessed a man being beaten up because he was from Darfur: “He told him 

he was from Darfur. As he pronounced it, they started beating him so bad you would 

 
93 S1/15 (P-15 Transcript of Interview), 23 Jul. 2019, p. 12; S1/28 (P-28 Transcript of Interview), 8 

Aug. 2019, p. 4; S1/48 (P-48 Transcript of Interview), 27 Sep. 2019, p. 7. 
94 S1/31 (P-31 Transcript of Interview), 7 Aug. 2019, p. 5; S1/16 (P-16 Transcript of Interview), 

23 Jul. 2019, p. 10. 
95 S1/52 (P-52 Transcript of Interview), 11 Oct. 2019, p. 17; S1/26 (P-26 Transcript of Interview), 

6 Aug. 2019, p. 5. 
96 S1/6 (P-06 Transcript of Interview), 10 Jul. 2019, p. 5 (P-06 stated that he saw RSF soldiers raping 

two women near Al-Muallem Hospital.); S1/21 (P-21 Transcript of Interview), 31 Jul. 2019, pp. 

10-11 (P-21 stated that she saw a woman being raped by five to six perpetrators. She identified the 

perpetrators as the RSF and Police Forces.); S1/46 (P-46 Transcript of Interview), 4 Sep. 2019, pp. 

12-13 (P-46 stated that he witnessed RSF officials raping two women near women’s union 

building.). 
97 S1/51 (P-51 Transcript of Interview), 27 Sep. 2019, p. 10 (P-51 stated that, when she asked why 

the RSF were taking their phones, a RSF soldier responded that they were taking them because the 

phones are used to film them.). 
98 S1/24 (P-24 Transcript of Interview), 5 Aug. 2019, p. 7. 
99 S1/9 (P-09 Transcript of Interview), 3 Jun. 2020, p. 10. 
100 Nuba, Fur, and Zaghawa (also spelled Zakhawa) are all tribes from western Sudan. Azade and 

Shuluk are South Sudanese tribes. 
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think he will die at any second. Then they picked him up and took him to an office that 

belongs to the army I guess.”101 

The Joint Forces targeted women based on their ethnicity as well. Tea vendors and their 

children102 were targeted and subjected to SGBV crimes103 as well as to robbery and 

beatings.104 

For instance, Person 17, another Nuba tea vendor, stated that: “They said: “You 

Kandakat, you whores. You are the ones who ruined the boys in the sit-in and made 

chaos” I told him we are working here, he told me: “no you are not working you are 

whores. They told us that you are making prostitution here. If you are not a whore then 

what brought you into this room?”.”105 

Women were gathered from the parameter of the sit-in location and were brought under 

the Blue Nile Bridge to be moved to the Al-Murgan Police Department where they were 

detained until the following night (June 4th). Some were raped while others were 

unlawfully detained for three days with no charges or crimes held against them.106 

Mass rape took place in several areas of Khartoum, including the Professional Training 

building, the clinics and labs of Abd Alfadil Al-Mazz Hospital (also known as the 

clinic), the dormitories, the area of University of Khartoum’s mosque and deanship 

offices, at the Al-Mugran police station, and at the new hospital construction site (See 

Section V. C. below).107  

 
101 S1/46 (P-46 Transcript of Interview), 4 Sep. 2019, p. 14. 
102 Dabanga, Body of Killed Tea seller Found in Sudan Nile River, 26 Jun. 2019, available at 

https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/body-of-killed-tea-seller-found-in-sudan-s-

nile-river. 
103 The majority of the statements involving SGBV crimes are from women from the Nuba, Fur, 

and Zaghawa (Western Sudan tribes), and Azade and Shuluk (South Sudan tribes). See S1/15 (P-

15 Transcript of Interview), 23 Jul. 2019; S1/16 (P-16 Transcript of Interview), 23 Jul. 2019; S1/17 

(P-17 Transcript of Interview), 23 Jul. 2019. 
104 S1/16 (P-16 Transcript of Interview), 23 Jul. 2019. p. 10; S1/17 (P-17 Transcript of Interview), 

23 Jul. 2019, p. 12. 
105 S1/17 (P-17 Transcript of Interview), 23 Jul. 2019, p. 11 
106 S1/4 (P-04 Transcript of Interview), 10 Jul. 2019, p. 5; S1/15 (P-15 Transcript of Interview), 23 

Jul. 2019, pp. 13; S1/16 (P-16 Transcript of Interview), 23 Jul. 2019, p. 13. 
107 S1/32 (P-32 Transcript of Interview), 7 Aug. 2019, pp. 7-8 (P-32 stated that she was gang raped 

in the professional training center’s rooms, where additional 8 to 9 women were raped in same 

room.); S1/17 (P-17 Transcript of Interview), 23 Jul. 2019, pp. 8-9 (P-17 stated that in the clinic, 

there are offices and they were full of girls. She then stated that, after being beaten, she was raped 

by one man after the other. The men who raped her wore black clothes and were ‘Hemedti’s boys’.); 

S1/15 (P-15 Transcript of Interview), 23 Jul. 2019, p. 10 (RSF soldiers gang raped P-15 in the clinics 

of Abdul-Fadil Al-Maz Hospital.); S1/59 (P-59 Transcript of Interview), 10 Oct. 2019, pp. 7-8 (P-

59 was raped in the labs with 7  other women.); S1/45 (P-45 Transcript of Interview), 31 Aug. 2019, 

pp. 10-11 (P-45 was gang raped in an area full of trees next to the mosque located next to 

Khartoum’s University.); S1/16 (P-16 Transcript of Interview), 23 Jul. 2019, pp. 10-11 (P-16 stated 

that, after the attack, she went into a hospital with her daughter and hid in the toilets. Then, one 

soldier wearing a green uniform raped her in the toilets.); S1/3 (P-03 Transcript of Interview), 9 Jul. 

2019, p. 6 (P-03 witnessed RSF soldiers gang raping girls in the White Nile dormitories and in the 

room below them.); S1/60 (P-60 Transcript of Interview), 10 Oct. 2019, pp. 8 -9 , 15 (P-60 saw RSF 

soldiers raping four women in the hospital yard/wards.); S1/36 (P-36 Transcript of Interview), 7 

Aug. 2019, pp. 5-6 (P-36 saw men wearing black uniforms ripping girls’ clothes off at the Army 

Headquarters.); S1/33 (P-33 Transcript of Interview), 7 Aug. 2019, pp. 9-10 (A man wearing a khaki 

uniform raped P-33 at the new hospital construction site.); S1/63 (P-63 Transcript of Interview), 11 

https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/body-of-killed-tea-seller-found-in-sudan-s-nile-river
https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/body-of-killed-tea-seller-found-in-sudan-s-nile-river
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2. Gang rape  

The Research Team interviewed ten first-hand rape victims; but, due to the fear of 

reprisal, only eight victims consented to the use of their statements in this report.  

Based on the statements documented by the Research Team, the SAF soldiers raped 

one victim.108 The research team interviewed six victims who were raped by the RSF.109 

Additionally, the RSF were witnessed gang raping (i) six victims at the deanship offices 

of students affair, (ii) at least six victims at the professional training center, nine victims 

at the University Mosque, (iii) two victims at the University of Khartoum central 

campus, (iv) one boy in the clinic road, approximately 14 victims in the clinic’s site, 

(v) one victim in front of the Air Forces Command’s gate, (vi) approximately 15 female 

victims, and (vii) five male victims and in Al-Barkas student dormitories, and (viii)two 

victims in the White Nile male students dormitories.110 Women were also seen being 

dragged by the RSF soldiers to El-Bashir Medical City’s construction site, portal frame 

tent and a shipping container in Burri’s roundabout and to the clinic.111 The RSF 

 
Oct. 2019, pp. 17-18 (P-63 stated that she saw a boy being raped in front of her on the clinic road 

near to the hospital. Then, P-63 saw women being raped in front of her at the Al-Mugran police 

station by the RSF soldiers that she referred to as ‘Hemedti’s boys. She also stated that the men 

would take girls, rape them and bring them back, but that six girls were taken and never returned.); 

S1/6 (P-06 Transcript of Interview), 10 Jul. 2019, pp. 5-6 (P-06 stated that he saw RSF soldiers and 

two Riot Control Police Forces soldiers gang raping four women near Al-Muallem Hospital by.); 

S1/21 (P-21 Transcript of Interview), 31 Jul. 2019, pp. 10-11 (P-21 stated that she saw a woman 

being raped by five to six perpetrators. Western of the HAC building.); see also S1/64 (P-64 

Transcript of Interview), 11 Oct. 2019, p. 8, (P-64 witnessed girls being dragged towards the new 

hospital construction site by RSF soldiers.). 
108 S1/16 (P-16 Transcript of Interview), 23 Jul. 2019, p. 10. 
109 S1/15 (P-15 Transcript of Interview), 23 Jul. 2019, pp. 9-11; S1/32 (P-32 Transcript of 

Interview), 7 Aug. 2019, pp. 7-8; S1/33 (P-33 Transcript of Interview), 7 Aug. 2019, p. 7; S1/42 (P-

42 Transcript of Interview), 31 Aug. 2019, pp. 10-11; S1/45 (P-45 Transcript of Interview), 31 Aug. 

2019, p. 10; S1/32 (P-32 Transcript of Interview), 10 Oct. 2019, pp. 8-10. 
110 S1/32 (P-32 Transcript of Interview), 7 Aug. 2019, pp. 8-10 (P-32 stated that many women were 

raped in the classroom of the Professional Training Centre, she was not able to estimate the number 

of women there.) S1/42 (P-42 Transcript of Interview), 31 Aug. 2019, pp. 10-11 (P-42 stated that 

the RSF took her and 8 or 9 additional women to the empty yards behind the university mosque 

where many women were raped.); S1/15 (P-15 Transcript of Interview), 23 Jul. 2019, pp. 9-10 (P-

15 stated that the RSF soldiers raped her and six other women in the clinics of Abdul-Fadil Al-Maz 

Hospital.); S1/9 (P-09 Transcript of Interview), 3 Jun. 2020, p. 10 (P-09 stated that the RSF soldiers 

raped two women in the University of Khartoum central campus.); S1/59 (P-59 Transcript of 

Interview), 10 Oct. 2019, pp. 7-9 (P-59 stated that the RSF soldiers raped her and 7 additional 

women and girls in the clinic’s lab.); S1/49 (P-49 Transcript of Interview), 27 Sep. 2019, p. 7 (P-49 

stated that the RSF as she referred to them as “Hemedti’s boys” took  a young girl into the clinic 

and she was later seen naked and taken by an ambulance.); S1/50 (P-50 Transcript of Interview), 

27 Sep. 2019, pp. 10-15 (P-50 stated that the RSF raped a woman at University of Khartoum’s clinic, 

and she witnessed many women being dragged into the clinic or being naked inside the clinic.); 

S1/60 (P-60 Transcript of Interview), 10 Oct. 2019, p. 8 (P-60 stated that the RSF raped four women 

in an alley behind the clinic.); S1/56 (P-56 Transcript of Interview), 9 Oct. 2019, pp. 10-11 (P-56 

stated that the RSF soldiers raped a woman in front of the Air Forces Command’s gate.); S1/44 (P-

44 Transcript of Interview), 31 Aug. 2019, pp. 9-10 (P-44 stated that the RSF raped approximately 

seven young men and not less than 15 girls in the Al-Barkas Dormitories for females.); S1/2 (P-02 

Transcript of Interview), 9 Jul. 2019, p. 7 (P-02 stated that the RSF raped two girls in the White 

Nile Dormitories for males.). 
111 S1/53 (P-53 Transcript of Interview), 5 Oct. 2019, pp. 7-9; S1/64 (P-64 Transcript of Interview), 

11 Oct. 2019, p. 6; S1/47 (P-47 Transcript of Interview), 27 Sep. 2019, pp. 9-10; S1/50 (P-50 

Transcript of Interview), 27 Sep. 2019, pp. 12-13. 
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together with the Unidentified Black-Uniformed Forces raped one victim in the 

University of Khartoum’s clinic and were witnessed gang raping additional nine 

victims in the location.112 The Riot Control Police Forces along with the RSF were seen 

raping and gang raping four victims near Al-Muallem hospital, near the HAC building, 

and near the Professional Training center.113  

As a result of the stigma of rape, the Research Team observed that victims faced 

difficulties to come forward or to be provided with medical care or pursue legal actions.  

The Research Team was able to interview five victims of gang rape,114 who are all from 

the same ethnic group (i.e. Nuba) and worked at the sit-in location as tea sellers. These 

women were raped for hours and identified the RSF soldiers and the Unidentified 

Black-Uniformed Forces as their attackers.115 

Person 17 provided information about her own rape and the gang rape of others, and 

stated that: “They beat the boys and kicked them out. Some of them hid, some ran away, 

and we remained inside… we were 9 or 8 I don’t know. They raped us and beat us. 

After a while they asked us do you want rape or death? We all said rape because… they 

raped us and then beat us and took us out.”116  

Similarly, Person 15 described how she was gang-raped and witnessed how three RSF 

soldiers )Hemedti’s people) raped an old woman: “There was an old woman who they 

raped, three men. It is not one man that rapes you, it is 3 or 4, one climbs on top of you, 

and then the other, and then the other […] Around 3 or 4 )raped me(. One of them hit 

me at the back of the neck. When one of the soldiers called me a whore and I swore at 

him back, another soldier said “Why would you say his mother was a whore!?” and 

then the soldier who swore at me groped my breasts.”117 

Person 32 was not able to identify the number of the perpetrators who raped her, but 

stated that: “We left everything and whilst running we were met by RSF soldiers. The 

nearest place was “Professionals Training” so that is where they took us. “Get inside, 

get inside” they told us, like sheep, and there we went. I don’t even know what to tell 

you and what they did. They did so much, made us strip off our clothesthank god 

anyways. In that situation, there’s nothing that you can do. You are defenseless, without 

any weapons, and in front of you are brutal beatings. If one if the soldiers tell you to 

do something, anything, you do it […] After they tie you up you just fall on the ground. 

You wouldn’t feel how many of them were on top of you.”118 

 
112 S1/17 (P-17 Transcript of Interview), 23 Jul. 2019, pp. 8-11. 
113 S1/6 (P-06 Transcript of Interview), 10 Jul. 2019, pp. 5-6; S1/21 (P-21 Transcript of Interview), 

31 Jul. 2019, p. 10; S1/35 (P-35 Transcript of Interview), 7 Aug. 2019, p. 6. 
114 S1/15 (P-15 Transcript of Interview), 23 Jul. 2019; S1/17 (P-17 Transcript of Interview), 23 Jul. 

2019; S1/32 (P-32 Transcript of Interview), 7 Aug. 2019; S1/42 (P-42 Transcript of Interview), 31 

Aug. 2019; S1/45 (P-45 Transcript of Interview), 31 Aug. 2019. 
115 S1/15 (P-15 Transcript of Interview), 23 Jul. 2019; S1/16 (P-16 Transcript of Interview), 23 Jul. 

2019; S1/17 (P-17 Transcript of Interview), 23 Jul. 2019. 
116 S1/17 (P-17 Transcript of Interview), 23 Jul. 2019, p. 8. 
117 S1/33 (P-33 Transcript of Interview), 7 Aug. 2019, pp. 7-8; S1/42 (P-42 Transcript of Interview), 

31 Aug. 2019, p. 9. 
118 S1/32 (P-32 Transcript of Interview), 7 Aug. 2019, p. 8; S1/16 (P-16 Transcript of Interview), 

23 Jul. 2019, p. 11; S1/33 (P-33 Transcript of Interview), 7 Aug. 2019, pp. 7-8; S1/59 (P-59 

Transcript of Interview), 10 Oct. 2019, pp. 7-8. 
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Additionally, the Research Team interviewed one witness who saw RSF soldiers gang 

raping a young boy (See below Section VI.5.). Person 63 described that that: “The boy 

was not screaming. Lying is a sin. I did not hear his voice. But the men that were 

standing were holding him. One of the men was wearing his uniform and my daughter's 

lying is a sin, he got his penis out and that is something I saw with my own eyes. With 

his uniform on he did not take it off, but he unbuttoned and unzipped it and that is 

something I saw with my own eyes.  But if the guy was alive or dead I do not know.”119 

3. Rape 

The Research Team interviewed three victims of rape who were able to identify their 

perpetrators as the RSF and SAF soldiers. 

Person 33 described how she was raped: “He told me to go with him and swear he 

grabbed me from my neck. He took me to the new hospital )  El-Bashir medical city) 

where they are building it, this ground where I will be buried in, he raped me in that 

place. Even my daughters do not know this, even if you didn’t insist; I didn’t want to 

say this because I am an old woman.”120 

Person 59 described how she begged the RSF soldier not to rape her: “They used to say 

things, I don’t want to say. “My children I’m fasting, my children please I’m fasting” 

they did to us what we did not want. […]  To me, it was one and when the other man 

came I told him: “please son, please. For the sake of god and the prophet to not repeat 

this for me” he hit me with a stick then left.”121 

Moreover, the SAF assaulted and humiliated civilians,122 and participated to the 

perpetration of SGBV crimes. Person 16 identified her attacker as a SAF soldier 

because of his uniform. She added that: “To be honest, yes, they did insult us and swear 

at us. They asked us: “what brought you here to this place?” And we were silent, what 

can we say? They insulted us a lot they raped me. The one who told me : "stay here until 

I find way to get you out " with your money” he took my money and took me away from 

my daughter and raped me.123 

4. Rape at the Al-Mugran Police Department 

The RSF soldiers took women from the sit-in area and gathered them under the Blue 

Nile Bridge, where the RSF soldiers humiliated, insulted and filmed them.124 Then, Riot 

Control Police Forces trucks moved some of them to the Al-Mugran Police Department 

where they detained them without pressing charges against them.125 

 
119 S1/63 (P-63 Transcript of Interview), 11 Oct. 2019, pp. 17-18 
120 S1/33 (P-33 Transcript of Interview), 7 Aug. 2019, p. 7. 
121 S1/59 (P-59 Transcript of Interview), 10 Oct. 2019, pp. 7-9. 
122 S1/46 (P-46 Transcript of Interview), 4 Sep. 2019, p. 15 (P-46 stated that he was told to roll in 

still rainwater, while bleeding, by a SAF soldier. P-46 identified the SAF soldier because of his 

uniform.). 
123 S1/16 (P-16 Transcript of Interview), 23 Jul. 2019, p. 10. 
124 S1/52 (P-52 Transcript of Interview), 11 Oct. 2019, p. 17 (P-52 stated that RSF soldiers who took 

her under the Blue Nile Bridge escorted her from the clinic. She had to cover her face because the 

soldiers were holding their phones to film them while being humiliated and beaten.). 
125 S1/15 (P-15 Transcript of Interview), 23 Jul. 2019, pp. 9-10 (P-15 stated that, after she passed 

out while being raped, she found herself in Al-Mugran Police Department where she was detained 
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On June 3rd, 2019, in the early morning hours and until approximately 6:00 a.m., the 

Al-Mugran Police Department was fully under the control of the RSF soldiers.  

According to Person 63, who was present, she watched the RSF soldiers taking six 

women under the promise of releasing them. The six women never returned. The RSF 

returned and took four other women. Later, the Police Forces of Al-Mugran Police 

Department came and returned the four women. Once they returned to the jail room, 

the four women said that the RSF soldiers raped them.126 Women were threatened with 

either rape or beatings in the department.127 

Person 50 also stated that in Al-Mugran Police Department, the RSF told her and other 

women that they would be either raped or beaten. She added that: “They whipped us 

and took us outside, the RSF soldiers rode with us to the police department. In the 

department they said to us: “either we rape or beat you”, the situation [outside] was 

extreme, live ammunitions and so on. […] we told them that: “if you wanted to lock us 

up, lock us up".”128 

5. Male Rape and Other SGBV Crimes   

Due to the social stigmatization of male sexual abuse due to the cultural roles of males, 

the actual subjected number of men and boys is not identified. The Research Team was 

able to interview one victim who identified the RSF soldiers who attempted to rape 

him. It took place in the University of Khartoum’s Central campus where the 

perpetrators beat and burned the male victim. The soldiers started taking off his clothes, 

and they flipped the victim to his stomach as he resisted forcibly when he realized what 

was going to happen. As the RSF soldiers started taking off his own clothes, they were 

interrupted due to exchange of gunshots inside the campus.  

Person 09 described that: “He said to him: “get a steel bar” then I started to remember 

the things the NISS do and the things in the detentions, they flipped me to my stomach 

then to my back then again to my stomach, and started taking out my clothes “we don’t 

need a steel bar I will take my right by myself, aren’t we men, aren’t we stallions?” 

then he started taking off his clothes, I felt that, I couldn’t see anything because my face 

was pressed on the floor but when I started feeling that this was heading towards 

something like rape or something like that.” 

 
for three days.); S1/16 (P-16 Transcript of Interview), 23 Jun. 2019, pp. 12 (P-16 was taken from 

Blue Nile Bridge to the Al-Mugran Police Department at 6:00 a.m. by the Riot Control Police 

Forces trucks. She was released at 2:00 a.m. the next day.); S1/26 (P-26 Transcript of Interview), 7 

Aug. 2019, p. 6 (P-26 was taken from Blue Nile Bridge to the Al-Mugran Police Department 

between 5:00 a.m. to 5:30 a.m. by the Riot Control Police Forces trucks. She was released at 2:00 

a.m. the next day.). 

 126 S1/63 (P-63 Transcript of Interview), 11 Oct. 2019, pp. 19, 23-26 (P-63 stated “Yes. That time it 

was seven in the morning. All the problems were almost an hour or an hour and half then they carried us. When 

it was five or 5:30 it was already a day, but almost six girls. Six girls were taken and did not return them. Lying 

is a sin. They were not returned, six girls I do not know where they were taken? Where were they taken? We 

did not hear… that was when it was dark; it was still dark when they took the six girls. They came again and 

took these girls. Those when they took them, they came back, they told us that: “these people raped us, you 

people, they raped us.” The girl was talking with herself and crying.”). 
127 S1/50 (P-50 Transcript of Interview), 27 Sep. 2019, p. 11. 
128 S1/50 (P-50 Transcript of Interview), 27 Sep. 2019, p. 11.  
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A witness saw a second incident where the RSF soldiers raped a young man in the road 

located near the clinic of Khartoum’s University. Person 63 described that: “The boy 

was not screaming. Lying is a sin. I did not hear his voice. But the men that were 

standing were holding him. One of the men was wearing his uniform and my daughter's 

lying is a sin, he got his penis out and that is something I saw with my own eyes. With 

his uniform on he did not take it off, but he unbuttoned and unzipped it and that is 

something I saw with my own eyes.  But if the guy was alive or dead I do not know.”129 

During the dispersal of the sit-in, in the Al-Barkas dormitories for female students that 

is adjacent to Al-Muallem Hospital, the RSF were seen raping five young men, where 

they used the bayonet of their weapons to tear their pants and underwear, as some of 

the victims were killed and some begged to be killed rather than being raped.130 

Person 44 stated that: “They were saying: “if you will rape us we would rather die”, 

they told them: “didn’t you say you wanted the revolution and wanted to liberate it, 

today is your day here” […] The ones that resisted they were laid down and there was 

blood in their bodies like dead bodies, these were the ones that resisted, they were 

killed. If you were not killed one will hold your hand another will hold the other, they 

will tear your underwear with the bayonet, they will do that with their knives.”131 

The Unidentified Black-Uniformed Forces also sexually abused a man by beating him 

in the genitals. Person 01 witnessed this incident and stated that: “The guy I saw was 

beaten in his genitals. He was with me in the HAC; he was with me in the same room 

[...] until I left he could not move his legs because of the blow he received and he was 

blabbing and irrationally thinking […] They beat him with a cane and he kept blabbing 

and saying, "They raped her in front of me" repeatedly. I asked him which one she was, 

I could’ve known because they were patients in my clinic. Who is this girl, which one 

is she and what was she wearing? He wasn’t able to tell me because he was 

traumatized.”132 

6.   Humiliation and Other Inhumane and Degrading Treatment 

In addition to rape and other forms of sexual violence, women and men were subjected 

to humiliation and other inhumane and degrading treatment on June 3rd, 2019, and the 

following days. More specifically, the RSF and the Riot Control Police Forces cussed 

at women and men and repeatedly threatened them of death or rape.133 

Person 35 stated that: “They called us with really bad names, ‘bitches, whores, bastards, 

if we want to fuck you and rape you in this place we will’, we didn’t respond to them 

and kept silent, my friend [REDACTED] was annoyed she wanted to reply but I stopped 

her saying they’re going to kill us if she did and she should keep her mouth to 

herself.”134 

 
129 S1/63 (P-63 Transcript of Interview), 11 Oct. 2019. p. 16. 
130 S1/44 (P-44 Transcript of Interview), 31 Aug. 2019. p. 13. 
131 S1/44 (P-44 Transcript of Interview), 31 Aug. 2019. pp. 11-13. 
132 S1/1 (P-01 Transcript of Interview), 9 Jun. 2019, p. 13. 
133 E.g. S1/25 (P-25 Transcript of Interview), 6 Aug. 2019; S1/35 (P-35 Transcript of Interview), 7 

Aug. 2019. 
134 S1/35 (P-35 Transcript of Interview), 7 Aug. 2019, pp. 4-5. 
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Similarly, Person 25 added that: “One of them hit me and the other took my stuff. There 

were 3 other RSF soldiers and there were women and girls standing in the yard so I 

ran to stand with them, they were telling them to sit. An army guy asked “who hit this 

girl’s head” and another told him “what brought her here in the first place, let her die” 

and then they started cursing us in really bad words: “you came here for prostitution, 

what brought you here bitches? Say civil or military rule?” when you’re terrified and 

you’re trying to save yourself you say military. We got beaten badly everywhere...they 

used to curse a lot saying “what brought you here you are coming for prostitution? Just 

rape them.”135 Person 60 witnessed the humiliation and killing of six men by the Nile 

River: “They hold the person, they hold the people and tie them and urinate in their 

faces and then kill them […] near the Nile. They held six guys. They killed them and 

they tossed them in the river.” 136  

The actual extent of the inhumane and degrading treatment and humiliation that the 

Joint Forces inflicted upon the protesters individually or in groups is yet to be 

identified.137 

7. Blackmailing 

Tea sellers returned to the sit-in location after the dispersal to retrieve their working 

utensils, as tea utensils are vital to their business and their survival. When they tried to 

retrieve the tea utensils, RSF soldiers stopped them in the perimeter. Some of these 

women were denied access inside the premises, but others were told that their 

belongings would be returned to them only if they had sex with them.138 

In this regard, Person 28 stated that: “I went back with her to the sit-in to retrieve our 

kits and when we arrived we found the men of Hemedti sitting and we told them that we 

want our kit and they said: ‘if you want your stuff, well then one of you comes inside 

with us and we will give her back her stuff’ we said no and from that time they did not 

allow us to take our things, because we did not go with them.”139  

 
135 S1/25 (P-25 Transcript of Interview), 6 Aug. 2019, p. 5. 
136 S1/60 (P-60 Transcript of Interview), 10 Oct. 2019, p. 9. 
137 Documentation of Khartoum massacre, 3 Jun. 2020 available at 

https://twitter.com/ThawragySD/status/1268219889808007168?s=03 (Additionally, based on 

open source documentation of this massacre on social media platforms such as Twitter, there is 

evidence to believe that additional rape incidents occurred.). 
138 S1/15 (P-15 Transcript of Interview), 23 Jul. 2019, pp. 12-13; S1/28 (P-28 Transcript of 

Interview), 6 Aug. 2019, p. 4; S1/44 (P-44 Transcript of Interview), 31 Aug. 2019, p. 9; S1/48 (P-

48 Transcript of Interview), 27 Sep. 2019, p. 7. 
139 S1/28 (P-28 Transcript of Interview), 6 Aug. 2019, p. 4. 

https://twitter.com/ThawragySD/status/1268219889808007168?s=03
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VII. THE AUTHORITIES RESPONSE TO THE VIOLENT DISPERSAL 

OF THE JUNE 3RD, 2019 SIT-IN 

Since June 3rd, 2019, there have been multiple statements made by Governmental 

Authorities. None of the statements acknowledge responsibility in the violent dispersal. 

After being widely condemned by the international community,140 the TMC expressed 

“sorrow for the way the events escalated” and justified the sit-in raid as an operation 

targeting criminals or troublemakers.141 In particular, the TMC, through its spokesman 

Lt. Gen. Shams El Din Al-Kabbashi (“Al-Kabbashi”), admitted giving orders to its 

commanders aiming to disperse the sit-in, but also blamed the protesters for delaying 

the negotiations between the military and protest groups.142  

On the day of the dispersal of the sit-in, the TMC designated the TMC Committee to 

investigate into the crimes that occurred on June 3rd. Only seven days later, the TMC 

Committee announced its preliminary conclusions and that members of regular forces 

were arrested. On July 27th, the TMC Committee issued its final conclusions according 

to which only 87 people were killed and 168 injured in the June 3rd sit-in dispersal, and 

that there was no evidence of rape or other SGBV crimes.143 

Subsequently, the Sudanese opposition, mostly led by the SPA and the FFC, rejected 

these findings, blamed these as an attempt of TMC to shield from responsibility and 

called for an independent and international investigation.144 

1. The Transitional Military Council Response 

On the beginning of June 4th, Al-Burhan, on behalf of the TMC, held a press conference 

on the national television and decided to stop negotiating with the FFC, and cancel the 

 
140 Al Jazeera, ‘Bloody massacre’: Sudan forces kill at least 35, 4 Jun. 2019, available at 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/06/massacre-sudan-forces-kill-30-protesters-

190603163458318.html; UN News, Sudan: UN chief deplores excessive force used against pro-democracy 

protesters, call military and civilian leaders to ‘stay the course’ in negotiations, 3 Jun. 2019, available at 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/06/1039701; European Council, Council of the European 

Union, Sudan: Foreign Affairs Council statement, 17 Jun. 2019, available at 

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2019/06/17/sudan-foreign-affairs-

council-statement/; African Union, Statement of the Chairperson on the situation in Sudan, 3 Jun. 2019, 

available at https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20190603/statement-chairperson-situation-sudan; 

United Kingdom Government Website, Sudan: Troika statement, 4 Jun. 2019, available at 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/sudan-troika-statement-june-2019. 
141 BBC, Sudan crisis: What do you need to know, 16 Aug. 2019, available at 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-48511226. 
142 Annex B: Al Jazeera, Sudan military admits it ordered brutal crackdown on protesters, 14 Jun. 2019, 

available at https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/06/sudan-military-admits-ordered-brutal-

crackdown-protesters-190614042623354.html. 
143 Press conference for announcing the results of the TMC Committee, available at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0yj0RYHLQFs&t=1906s (in Arabic); Annex A: Dabanga 

Sudan, Angry response to 'June 3 massacre' report in Sudan capital, 29 Jul. 2019, available at 

https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/angry-response-to-june-3-massacre-report-

in-sudan-capital. 
144 France 24, Sudanese opposition leader calls for international investigation into protest crackdown, 15 Jun. 

2019, available at https://www.france24.com/en/20190615-sudan-opposition-leader-

international-investigation-protest-crackdown; Madamasr, Sudan opposition rejects committee report 

blaming sit-in attack on rogue security officers, 28 Jul. 2019, available at 

https://madamasr.com/en/2019/07/28/feature/politics/sudan-opposition-rejects-committee-

report-blaming-sit-in-attack-on-rogue-security-officers/. 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/06/massacre-sudan-forces-kill-30-protesters-190603163458318.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/06/massacre-sudan-forces-kill-30-protesters-190603163458318.html
https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/06/1039701
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2019/06/17/sudan-foreign-affairs-council-statement/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2019/06/17/sudan-foreign-affairs-council-statement/
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20190603/statement-chairperson-situation-sudan
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/sudan-troika-statement-june-2019
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-48511226
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/06/sudan-military-admits-ordered-brutal-crackdown-protesters-190614042623354.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/06/sudan-military-admits-ordered-brutal-crackdown-protesters-190614042623354.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0yj0RYHLQFs&t=1906s
https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/angry-response-to-june-3-massacre-report-in-sudan-capital
https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/angry-response-to-june-3-massacre-report-in-sudan-capital
https://www.france24.com/en/20190615-sudan-opposition-leader-international-investigation-protest-crackdown
https://www.france24.com/en/20190615-sudan-opposition-leader-international-investigation-protest-crackdown
https://madamasr.com/en/2019/07/28/feature/politics/sudan-opposition-rejects-committee-report-blaming-sit-in-attack-on-rogue-security-officers/
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previous agreement according to which general elections were to be held within nine 

months and the creation of the TMC Committee.145 

The following day, at nighttime, Al-Burhan, stated that they were willing to resume the 

dialogue on transition to democracy, “paid homage” to the uprising and expressed his 

willingness to hand over power to an elected government.  

Seven days later, on June 10th, 2019, Al-Kabbashi announced that the TMC Committee 

had reached preliminary findings, and members of regular forces were arrested in light 

of these findings.146  

On July 27th, 2019, the TMC Committee found that 87 people had been killed and 168 

injured during the attack on the sit-in area and that there was no existing evidence of 

rape or other SGBV crimes.147  

Less than two weeks later, on August 8th, 2019, the TMC deputy head and the long-

known RSF commander, General Mohamed Hamdan Dagalo (“Hemedti”),148 

expressed “regret” regarding the operation to clear the Colombia area that went wider 

to disperse the sit-in.149 On May 26th 2020 Hemdeti defended the RSF and called the 

“the protectors of the people” explaining that on April 11th the RSF were able to stop 

14 tanks150 which were mover from southern Khartoum city towards the sit-in.151  

2. The TMC, the National Human Rights Commission and the Attorney 

General’s Response 

On June 15th, 2019, the TMC’s spokesman, Al-Kabbashi, said the raid targeted 

criminals and explained that the military plan on June 3rd was to disperse elements in 

the Colombia area, that is located near the sit-in site; but some “mistakes” occurred in 

the implementation of this raid when these elements fled to the sit-in.152 

 
145 France 24, Sudan's military council calls elections after protesters killed, 3 Jun. 2019, available at 

https://www.france24.com/en/20190603-sudan-sit-security-forces-try-disperse-khartoum-protest-

camp. 
146 Dabanga Sudan, Sudan junta rejects international inquiry into Khartoum massacre, 16 Jun. 2019, 

available at https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/sudan-junta-rejects-

international-inquiry-into-khartoum-massacre. 
147 Annex A: Dabanga Sudan, Angry response to 'June 3 massacre' report in Sudan capital, 29 Jul. 2019, 

available at https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/angry-response-to-june-3-

massacre-report-in-sudan-capital; Press conference for announcing the results of the TMC 

Committee, available at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0yj0RYHLQFs&t=1906s (in 

Arabic) (accessed on 3 June 2020).  
148 Also known as Hemetti, Hemetty and Hemedty. 
149 Sudan Tribune, Hemetti regrets bloody attack on Sudan’s pro-democracy sit-in, 7 Aug. 2019, available 

at https://www.sudantribune.com/spip.php?article67899.  
150 Tanks from El-Mudraat military barracks were seen on the day of the dispersal of the sit-in. El-

Mudraat military barracks are a location where the army stores tanks and other types of military 

vehicles. See S1/46 (P-46 Transcript of interview), 4 Sep. 2019, p. 14 (P-46 stated that he saw the 

RSF driving the military's armored vehicles in the sit-in’s location, which made him think that 

Hemedti made a coup on the TMC.).  
151 Dabanga Sudan, Hemeti defends Sudan’s RSF as ‘protectors of the people’, 24 May 2020, available at 

https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/hemeti-defends-sudan-s-rsf-as-protectors-of-

the-people. 
152 Annex B: Al Jazeera, Sudan military admits it ordered brutal crackdown on protesters, 14 Jun. 2019, 

available at https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/06/sudan-military-admits-ordered-brutal-

crackdown-protesters-190614042623354.html. 
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Al-Kabbashi further stated that the TMC met with the head of the judiciary, Abbas Ali 

Babikir (“Babikir”), who later denied his involvement,153 and with the Attorney 

General, Walid Seid Ahmed (“Seid Ahmed”). Seid Ahmed stated that Al-Kabbashi’s 

speech was “not true at all”, denied discussing the dispersal of the sit-in with the TMC 

and claimed that the meeting was about clearing the Colombia area only. Seid Ahmed 

also threatened to resign over this issue, contending an intervention in his powers and 

competences. The TMC later removed Seid Ahmed from his position on the basis that 

he participated in a security meeting to provide legal advice regarding the deadly 

dispersal of the sit-in.154  

On June 16th, 2019, the TMC, through Al-Kabbashi, denied the existence of rape cases 

or of throwing victims of killings into the Nile River.155 Seid Ahmed told the media that 

they formed the TMC Committee to look into the events that took place on the day of 

the sit-in’s dispersal.156 

At a press conference held the following month, on July 27th, 2019, Fateh Al-Rahman, 

the head of the TMC Committee, claimed that the RSF and other forces disobeyed 

orders to clear only the Colombia area, where illegal drugs are sold, and attacked 

protesters at the sit-in. More specifically, he stated that only 87 people were killed and 

168 injured and denied all accusations of rape taking place during the dispersal of the 

sit-in.157 

Consequently, the SPA rejected the TMC Committee’s findings and called for an 

independent international investigation: “Opposition groups rejected the report as 

inaccurate, and an attempt to shield the military council from responsibility for the 

violence. The report comes less than a month after the council and leading opposition 

reached an agreement for a new transitional government council with both civilian and 

military members.”158  

On September 27th, 2019, six weeks after the transitional government was formed and 

the TMC was dissolved, the Sudan’s National Human Rights Commission, which is a 

 
153AA, Sudan prosecutor Generals did not order sit-in dispersal, 15 Jun. 2019, available at 

http://v.aa.com.tr/1505145; https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i3UWQl6D7uA.  
154 AA, Sudan's military fires attorney general over crackdown, 20 Jun. 2019, available at 

 https://www.aa.com.tr/en/africa/sudans-military-fires-attorney-general-over-

crackdown/1511324. 
155 Dabanga Sudan, Sudan junta rejects international inquiry into Khartoum massacre, 16 Jun. 2019, 

available at https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/sudan-junta-rejects-

international-inquiry-into-khartoum-massacre. 
156 CNN, At least 35 killed as Sudan military storms Khartoum sit-in, 3 Jun. 2019, available at 

https://edition.cnn.com/2019/06/03/africa/sudan-gunfire-khartoum-intl/index.html. 
157 Al Jazeera, Sudan protesters reject prosecutor’s report into June sit-in raid, 28 Jul. 2019, available at 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/07/sudan-protesters-reject-prosecutor-report-june-sit-

raid-190728062135797.html; France 24, Sudanese opposition leader calls for international investigation 

into protest crackdown, 15 Jun. 2019, available at https://www.france24.com/en/20190615-sudan-

opposition-leader-international-investigation-protest-crackdown.  
158 France 24, Sudanese opposition leader calls for international investigation into protest crackdown, 15 Jun. 

2019, available at https://www.france24.com/en/20190615-sudan-opposition-leader-

international-investigation-protest-crackdown; Madamasr, Sudan opposition rejects committee report 

blaming sit-in attack on rogue security officers, 28 Jul. 2019, available at 

https://madamasr.com/en/2019/07/28/feature/politics/sudan-opposition-rejects-committee-

report-blaming-sit-in-attack-on-rogue-security-officers/. 
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semi-governmental institution, issued a report on the massacre that took place on June 

3rd, 2019, which denied the fact that the military council (Junta) played a role in it.159   

The Association of Families of the Martyrs of the December Revolution rejected the 

National Human Rights Commission report on the basis that the Commission is 

affiliated with the government.160  

 
159 France 24, Sudanese opposition leader calls for international investigation into protest crackdown, 15 Jun. 

2019, available at https://www.france24.com/en/20190615-sudan-opposition-leader-

international-investigation-protest-crackdown; Madamasr, Sudan opposition rejects committee report 

blaming sit-in attack on rogue security officers, 28 Jul. 2019, available at 

https://madamasr.com/en/2019/07/28/feature/politics/sudan-opposition-rejects-committee-

report-blaming-sit-in-attack-on-rogue-security-officers/. 
160 Dabanga Sudan, Sudan’s National Human Rights Commission Junta played no role in June 3 massacre, 

27 Sep. 2019, available at https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/sudan-s-national-

human-rights-commission-junta-played-no-role-in-june-3-massacre. 
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VIII. CALL FOR AN INTERNATIONAL AND INDEPENDENT 

INVESTIGATION 

On June 3rd, 2019, the Chairperson of the AU Commission, Moussa Faki, strongly 

condemned the violent dispersal of the sit-in that occurred in front of the Sudanese 

Military Headquarters and called for an immediate and transparent investigation in 

order to hold all those responsible accountable.161  

On June 10th, 2019, the AU suspended Sudan’s membership.162 The UN,163 the Troika 

governments164 and the EU165 also firmly condemned the violent attack on peaceful 

civilians, and the resulting SGBV crimes, and holding the TMC responsible for 

ordering it.166 

The FFC requested the triggering of an international investigation.167 However, 

Attorney General Seid Ahmed rejected the FFC’s request, emphasizing the 

independence of the national investigation and his faith in the national institutions to 

undertake this investigation.168  

Subsequently, the FFC and the TMC signed a political agreement that both parties 

agreed to form a “national independent investigation into June 3rd events, to be 

 
161 African Union, Statement of the Chairperson on the situation in Sudan, 3 Jun. 2019, available at 

https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20190603/statement-chairperson-situation-sudan.  
162 The Guardian, African Union suspends Sudan over violence against protesters, 6 Jun. 2019, available 

at https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/jun/06/sudan-african-union-suspension-military-

rulers. 
163 Al Jazeera, ‘Bloody massacre’: Sudan forces kill at least 35, 4 Jun. 2019, available at 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/06/massacre-sudan-forces-kill-30-protesters-

190603163458318.html; Al Jazeera, Sudan crackdown: All the latest updates, 13 Jun. 2019, available at 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/06/cloneofsudan-crackdown-protesters-latest-updates-

190606083751943.html. 
164 United Kingdom Government Website, Sudan: Troika statement, 4 Jun. 2019, available at 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/sudan-troika-statement-june-2019. 
165 European Council, Council of the European Union, Sudan: Foreign Affairs Council statement, 17 

Jun. 2019, available at https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-

releases/2019/06/17/sudan-foreign-affairs-council-statement/. 
166 United Kingdom Government Website, Sudan: Troika statement, 4 Jun. 2019, available at 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/sudan-troika-statement-june-2019; European Council, 

Council of the European Union, Sudan: Foreign Affairs Council statement, 17 Jun. 2019, available at 

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2019/06/17/sudan-foreign-affairs-

council-statement/; Al Jazeera, ‘Bloody massacre’: Sudan forces kill at least 35, 4 Jun. 2019, available 

at https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/06/massacre-sudan-forces-kill-30-protesters-

190603163458318.html; Al Jazeera, Sudan crackdown: All the latest updates, 13 Jun. 2019, available at 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/06/cloneofsudan-crackdown-protesters-latest-updates-

190606083751943.html; UN News, Sudan: UN chief deplores excessive force used against pro-democracy 

protesters, call military and civilian leaders to ‘stay the course’ in negotiations, 3 Jun. 2019, available at 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/06/1039701.  

 BBC, Sudan crisis: What do you need to know, 16 Aug. 2019, available at 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-48511226. 
167 DW, Sudan: Deadly crackdown probe results spark fresh protests, 28 Jul. 2019, available at 

https://www.dw.com/en/sudan-deadly-crackdown-probe-results-spark-fresh-protests/a-

49773756. 
168 AP News, Sudan’s army calls for unconditional talks with protesters, 19 Jun. 2019, available at 

https://apnews.com/df647c708c50454eaa348c5899aa02cb.  
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supported by the AU when needed. This was the same agreement elaborated in a 

Constitutional Charter, signed August 3.”169  

On September 21st, 2019, Prime Minister Abdallah Hamdok, announced the creation of 

an Independent Committee, just an hour before the one-month deadline that was agreed 

upon by the FFC and TMC. The Independent Committee would consist of seven 

representatives from the Ministries of Defense, Interior, and Justice, two independent 

lawyers and an independent “national figure”.170 The Independent Committee has no 

female representatives.  

Human rights groups have raised concerns about the lack of female members in this 

Independent Committee.171 This is a significant issue given that there has been a total 

denial that SGBV occurred in any of the locations affected on June 3rd, 2019. The 

authorities should ensure a fair representation of genders among the members of the 

Independent Committee, including both women and men, with relevant expertise to 

investigate international crimes and/or human rights abuses that took place on June 3rd, 

2019, including SGBV. The Independent Committee should also provide protection for 

victims and witnesses who come forward and provide their testimonies, and ensure the 

confidentiality of their personal information.  

In January 2020, the Independent Committee requested witnesses and victims to 

provide them with their testimonies. However, there are concerns regarding (i) the 

location of the Independent Committee, which is located within the parameter of the 

sit-in itself; and (ii) the security and protection of those who choose to come forward. 

Taking into consideration the totality of the circumstances described above, the 

Independent Committee does not appear to be well situated to conduct an independent 

investigation into the June 3rd incident. The configuration itself of the Independent 

Committee, which is not fully separated from the transitional government and has no 

SGBV-trained investigators among its staff, does not meet the highest standards of 

independence and impartiality that are a pre-requisite to bring light on this massacre, 

and more specifically on SGBV crimes that are particularly sensitive to investigate. 

  

 
169 Sudan Research, Analysis and Advocacy by Eric Reeves, Sudan: Draft Constitutional Charter for 

the 2019 Transitional Period, 6 Aug. 2019, available at https://sudanreeves.org/2019/08/06/sudan-

draft-constitutional-charter-for-the-2019-transitional-period/. 
170 The New Arab, Sudan's Hamdok launches fresh investigation into brutal June sit-in massacre, 23 Sep. 

2019, available at https://english.alaraby.co.uk/english/news/2019/9/23/sudan-pm-launches-

independent-probe-into-sit-in-massacre-. 
171 Dabanga Sudan, Sudan activist: ‘Committee of Inquiry should include women’, 23 Oct. 2019, available 

at https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/sudan-activist-committee-of-inquiry-

should-include-women; Human Rights Watch, Sudan’s New Investigation Committee Raises Concerns, 

24 Sep. 2019, available at https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/09/24/sudans-new-investigation-

committee-raises-concerns. 

https://sudanreeves.org/2019/08/06/sudan-draft-constitutional-charter-for-the-2019-transitional-period/
https://sudanreeves.org/2019/08/06/sudan-draft-constitutional-charter-for-the-2019-transitional-period/
https://english.alaraby.co.uk/english/news/2019/9/23/sudan-pm-launches-independent-probe-into-sit-in-massacre-
https://english.alaraby.co.uk/english/news/2019/9/23/sudan-pm-launches-independent-probe-into-sit-in-massacre-
https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/sudan-activist-committee-of-inquiry-should-include-women
https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/sudan-activist-committee-of-inquiry-should-include-women
https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/09/24/sudans-new-investigation-committee-raises-concerns
https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/09/24/sudans-new-investigation-committee-raises-concerns


  
 

43 

 

IX. CONCLUSION 

Stakeholders around the world, most importantly Sudanese citizens, are watching how 

Sudan investigates incidents such as the June 3rd massacre and in particular, how 

sensitive issues such as SGBV are handled and acknowledged. The Independent 

Committee established through Article 7(16) of the Constitutional Declaration has been 

tasked with conducting “a transparent, meticulous investigation of violations 

committed on 3 June 2019”.172 

While Sudanese officials have claimed to support the Independent Committee, sources 

have indicated that the Independent Committee is without adequate support (both 

human and material).  Further, as noted above, the actual physical location was situated 

at the sit-in site itself.173  These facts suggest little to no understanding of post-traumatic 

stress disorder (“PTSD”) or worse, a deliberate intention to discourage victims and 

witnesses to come forward, thus demonstrating an intention to ignore SGBV related 

crimes. 

Further, based on the statements of witnesses/victims who were interviewed, there is a 

basis to consider that these underlying acts of rape, sexual violence, enforced 

disappearance, murder, torture and other inhumane acts of a similar character 

intentionally causing great suffering, or serious injury to body or to mental or physical 

health, could constitute crimes against humanity under Article 7 of the Rome Statute.174  

The transitional period brings with it hope and opportunity for Sudan to advance so that 

all Sudanese citizens enjoy what their country has to offer. We urge Sudan to uphold 

its commitments under international law and respect the fundamental rights of its 

citizens, especially during this critical stage of transition. The future of Sudan depends 

on the actions taken today. 

 

 

 
172Draft Constitutional Charter for the 2019 Transitional Period, available at 

http://constitutionnet.org/sites/default/files/2019-

08/Sudan%20Constitutional%20Declaration%20%28English%29.pdf. 

Sudan’s Constitution of 2019 (subsequently amended) 

https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Sudan_2019.pdf?lang=en  

 
174 Rome Statute, Art. 7(1): “For the purpose of this Statute, "crime against humanity" means any 

of the following acts when committed as part of a widespread or systematic attack directed against 

any civilian population, with knowledge of the attack: (a) Murder; (b) Extermination; (c) 

Enslavement; (d) Deportation or forcible transfer of population; (e) Imprisonment or other severe 

deprivation of physical liberty in violation of fundamental rules of international law; (f) Torture; (g) 

Rape, sexual slavery, enforced prostitution, forced pregnancy, enforced sterilization, or any other 

form of sexual violence of comparable gravity; (h) Persecution against any identifiable group or 

collectivity on political, racial, national, ethnic, cultural, religious, gender as defined in paragraph 

3, or other grounds that are universally recognized as impermissible under international law, in 

connection with any act referred to in this paragraph or any crime within the jurisdiction of the 

Court; (i) Enforced disappearance of persons; (j) The crime of apartheid; (k) Other inhumane acts 

of a similar character intentionally causing great suffering, or serious injury to body or to mental or 

physical health.” 
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