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Dear Colleagues,

We’re restarting our CSF Research Updates, now as a monthly roundup of key
open-source research and analysis to support aid actors working in Sudan. These
updates will help you stay informed on evolving dynamics, providing valuable insights
to strengthen conflict-sensitive and effective aid responses.

We’ll also feature select articles from the CSF Knowledge Hub, offering historical
context, lessons learned, and background analysis. You can find all the publications
below in the CSF Knowledge Hub.

New here? If this email was forwarded to you, sign up here to receive future
updates, as well as information on upcoming events, roundtables, and trainings open
to aid actors in Sudan.
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Fund Transfers to Sudan:

Obstacles and Available Solutions

for Donors
Shabaka
December 2024

Strict regulations on fund transfers are
making it harder for humanitarian
responders in Sudan to access critical
resources, worsening the crisis. This
analysis breaks down the key barriers—
including bureaucratic restrictions, security
risks, and economic instability—hindering
international aid. It also explores
alternative funding solutions, from mobile
banking (Bankak) to Hawala networks and
in-kind donations, offering pathways to
sustain local humanitarian efforts.

Research in Displacement: The

Impact of War on Sudan’s Higher

Education and Academic

Research Community
Rift Valley Institute
2024

The war in Sudan has crippled the
country’s higher education system, forcing
students and academics into displacement
and disrupting university operations. This
analysis by Muna and Rebecca uncovers
the destruction of institutions, faculty and
student displacement, and the urgent
adaptation strategies being used to
sustain education. With universities in
crisis, the long-term consequences
threaten peace, civil society, and future
governance.
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Economic and Social Consequences of
Conflict
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Civil Society and Conflict in

Sudan: Shifting Roles, Challenges

and Priorities
International IDEA
2024

Amid Sudan’s ongoing conflict, civil
society remains a vital force in
humanitarian aid, governance, and
human rights. This analysis explores
its evolving role, from traditional
networks to modern organisations,
highlighting both successes and
limitations during political transitions
and armed conflict. Strengthening civil
society requires conflict-sensitive
interventions, localised peace efforts,
and stronger protections for civic
freedoms.

Impact of Conflict on

Employment, Income, and

Household Welfare in Sudan
IFPRI – Sudan Strategy Support Program
January 2025

Sudan’s conflict is deepening
economic hardship, with job losses,
falling incomes, and worsening food
insecurity across rural and urban
communities. This analysis highlights
the uneven impact on different
households and the risks of aid
imbalances fueling social tensions.
Without urgent action, existing
inequalities will only widen, further
destabilising communities.
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Power and Regional Dynamics

The Republic of Kadamol (A

Portrait of The Rapid Support

Forces at War)
Joshua Craze and Raga Makawi
January 2025

The RSF’s recruitment tactics and
fragmented command structures have
fueled its transformation into a militia-
driven war economy. Prioritising looting
and resource exploitation over
governance, the RSF has deepened
ethnic divides, weakened civilian
institutions, and entrenched long-term
instability. This analysis explores how
its predatory accumulation of wealth
threatens Sudan’s future.
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The Ongoing War in Sudan and Its

Implications for The Security and

Stability of The Horn of Africa and

Beyond
Policy Center for the New South
October 2024

A critical analysis of how Sudan's
conflict extends beyond its borders,
posing significant security risks for the
Horn of Africa and beyond. The study
explores the implications for migration,
economic stability, and geopolitical
competition among regional and global
powers. It emphasises the need to
recognise Sudan’s war as part of a
broader regional crisis requiring
coordinated international intervention.

Land, Resources and Conflict
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Causes and Impacts of Farmer-

Herder Conflicts Through a

Political Economy and Food

Production Lens
Hussein M. Sulieman
November 2024

Land disputes in Sudan’s Gadarif State
are escalating as climate change,
shifting land use, and exclusionary
policies fuel tensions between farmers
and pastoralists. This analysis
examines the root causes of farmer-
herder conflicts, highlighting how
economic hardship and poor policy
decisions have created a volatile
environment. Without careful
intervention, aid and development
efforts risk worsening the crisis.

Public Discourse and Social Change
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Hate Speech in Sudan: A Driver of

Conflict and Displacement
Wala Mohammed
January 2025

An analysis of how hate speech has
fueled violence and displacement in
Sudan, with a focus on its historical
roots, social media amplification, and
legal limitations. The study
underscores the role of inflammatory
rhetoric in escalating ethnic tensions
and conflict. Addressing hate speech
through legal reforms and community
engagement is crucial for conflict-
sensitive interventions and long-term
stability.
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