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Dear Colleagues,

This month’s CSF Research Update brings you a curated roundup of key open-
source research and analysis to support aid actors working in Sudan. These updates
provide timely insights into evolving dynamics, helping strengthen conflict-sensitive
and effective aid responses.

We also feature select articles from the CSF Knowledge Hub, offering historical
context, lessons learned, and background analysis. You can find all the publications
below in the CSF Knowledge Hub.

New here? If this email was forwarded to you, sign up here to receive future
updates, along with information on upcoming events, roundtables, and trainings open
to aid actors in Sudan.
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Gold and the War in Sudan: How

Regional Solutions Can Support

an End to Conflict
Ahmed Soliman and Suliman Baldo -
Chathan House
2025

This paper explores how Sudan’s gold
sector is entangled in the ongoing
conflict, sustaining violence through
illicit trade and resource capture. It
examines the role of gold in funding
armed actors, fuelling competition, and
enabling external interference. The
analysis calls for coordinated regional
and international approaches to disrupt
war economies and support pathways
to peace and recovery.

War and education: the attacks on

medical schools amidst ongoing

Darfur: A War Within a War
Jérôme Tubiana - The New York Review
2025

Darfur is a key battleground in the war
between the Sudanese Armed Forces
(SAF) and the Rapid Support Forces
(RSF). This analysis explores ethnic
violence, RSF dominance, and the toll on
civilians, including mass killings, famine,
and displacement. Far from a secondary
conflict, Darfur remains central to Sudan’s
war, with escalating violence worsening
humanitarian crises and deepening
divisions.
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armed conflict, Sudan 2023
Conflict and Health
2024

The war in Sudan has severely impacted
medical education, with over half of
medical faculties in conflict zones attacked
—many looted or turned into military
bases. Private institutions, especially in
Khartoum, were hit hardest. Despite these
challenges, some faculties have resumed
education through online learning and
institutional collaborations. The study
highlights the urgent need to protect
medical education and ensure training
continuity for future healthcare
professionals.

Displacement and Humanitarian Impact

Implications of the USAID

Funding Freeze in Sudan
ACAPS
March 2025

The report analyses the impact of
USAID funding cuts on Sudan’s
humanitarian response, highlighting
disruptions to lifesaving aid and the
severe consequences for local and
national responders. It also outlines
future scenarios and risks for already
vulnerable communities.
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Digital Food Assistance in Sudan:

Life-saver, Risk, Political Tool in

Situations of War
SOAS and University of Khartoum
February 2025

Digital food assistance has
proliferated in Sudan’s humanitarian
response. While digital financial
transfers have been key to survival,
they have created new risks and
vulnerabilities. Specifically, it
introduces risks of serving as a
mechanism for control, exclusion, and
inequality. This analysis explores how
digital systems shape who gets aid,
how it’s delivered, and the broader
political and economic implications for
conflict-sensitive programming.

Civic Movements
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Betrayals and Missteps: The Tale

of Sudan’s Resistance

Committees and Other

Revolutionary Forces  
Razaz Basheir - ATAR Network
January 2025

Sudan’s Resistance Committees (RCs)
have been central to the country’s
revolutionary struggle but faced
political isolation, internal divisions,
and structural weaknesses that limited
their impact. This analysis examines
these challenges and highlights key
lessons to strengthen grassroots
mobilisation and sustain their role in
Sudan’s political future.

Resource Conflict and Recovery
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The Fuel is Us: Water, Oil, and

Debt on the Sudan-South Sudan

Borderlands
Nicki Kindersley - Rift Valley Institute
February 2025

An in-depth study of the political
economy of Sudan-South Sudan
borderlands, examining how armed
authorities control resources, trade,
and labor in these contested regions.
The report highlights the devastating
impact of war, displacement, and
environmental crises on livelihoods,
with many forced into exploitative labor
and survival economies. It also
explores how oil pollution, land
commercialisation, and a growing tax-
and-debt economy shape access to
resources and deepen inequalities.
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Discussing Industry During War

and Findings from the Experience
Muzan Alneel
February 2025

This piece explores how Sudan’s war
has disrupted centralised industrial
systems, prompting grassroots
innovation in small-scale
manufacturing. It examines how
communities and workers are adapting
and makes a case for conflict-sensitive
economic planning focused on
decentralisation, resilience, and
inclusive recovery.

EXPLORE THE NEW WEBSITE TODAY!

Connect with us!

Don’t forget to follow us on social media to
stay up to date with the latest CSF analysis,

courses and events.
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The Conflict Sensitivity Facility (CSF) does not attempt to verify or substantiate any
claims made within these publications. The opinions found therein are the

responsibility of the authors themselves, and do not necessarily reflect those of the
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