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Dear Colleagues,

This month’s CSF Research Update brings you a curated roundup of key open-
source research and analysis to support aid actors working in Sudan. These updates
provide timely insights into evolving dynamics, helping strengthen conflict-sensitive
and effective aid responses.

We also feature select articles from the CSF Knowledge Hub, offering historical
context, lessons learned, and background analysis. You can find all the publications
below in the CSF Knowledge Hub.

New here? If this email was forwarded to you, sign up here to receive future
updates, along with information on upcoming events, roundtables, and trainings open
to aid actors in Sudan.
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Supporting Mutual Aid in Sudan:
Conflict-Sensitive Approaches to
Risk and Accountability 

Becky Carter and Hassan Alattar Satti
May 2025

Mutual aid has been a lifeline for many
in Sudan’s conflict. This study
explores how mechanisms of social
solidarity have been shaped by the
war and their interaction with external
funders. It adds to the evidence base
on community-led response during
protracted crises and on conflict
sensitivity and considers how
international actors could strengthen
the quality of their partnership with
grass-roots bodies. 

The evolving role of regional
universities in Sudan's ongoing
war and post-war rebuilding:
Pillars of resilience and recovery 
Hussein M. Sulieman
May 2025

CSF recently highlighted a study by
the Rift Valley Institute examining the
impact of Sudan’s war on universities.
This research complements
understanding the impact of war on
higher education policy. While
universities in active conflict zones
were heavily disrupted, institutions in
relatively stable areas managed to
host students and staff, helping
absorb the shock. A key takeaway
from the study is the potential
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transformative role of regional
universities in post-war recovery.

Urban War and Reconstruction
Urbicide in Khartoum: An Analysis
of the Al-Amarat and Mayo
Neighbourhoods
Deen Sharp, Sara Hagalhassan, and Tarig Ali

July 2024

Sudan’s commercial markets have
shown remarkable resilience despite
severe conflict, displacement, and
infrastructure collapse. This study
examines how cross-border trade,
private sector actors, and supply
chains are adapting to support
humanitarian response. It highlights
the critical role of supporting local
markets, strengthening supply chains,
boosting consumer purchasing power,
and fostering collaboration between
humanitarian and private sector actors.

Two years of war in Sudan: How
the SAF is gaining the upper hand
Ali MahmoudAli; Jalale Getachew Birru;
Nohad Eltayeb
April2025

Sudan’s conflict has entered a new
phase as the SAF retake Khartoum
and advance across central and
southern regions. Strategic offensives
and new alliances are reshaping power
dynamics, while cracks within the RSF
deepen. The analysis highlights
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shifting control, risks of spillover, and
the role of external actors.

Conflict Economy & Trade Dynamics

The Role of Mining in Sudan’s
Conflict Economy 
C4ADS 
May 2025

The importance of the report that it
analyse pre-export SAF and RSF
control over gold. Using trade data,
corporate records and satellite
imagery, it fills a gap in the literature
around the topic as most of the
existing research focus on gold
revenue from the point of export
onward. Understanding the gold supply
chains dynamics could inform
humanitarian, legal and economic
interventions. 

Darfur’s Long-Distance Trade
SPARC
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April 2025

A deep dive into how conflict has
reshaped long-distance trade in Darfur,
this brief unpacks the ripple effects of
embargoes, shifting trade routes, and
rising transport costs. It reveals how
traders, producers, and transporters
navigate a new war economy,
exposing emerging power dynamics
and the growing dominance of armed
actors in commercial networks.

The impact of war and trade
markets in Darfur
SPARC

April 2025

Trade in Darfur is being transformed
under the weight of conflict. This
analysis explores how violence has
dismantled key market networks,
upended trade routes, and reshaped
economic life across the region. It
highlights the resilience of local traders
—particularly women—who navigate
insecurity and rising costs, while also
exposing how conflict-driven
economies are deepening hardship for
producers and consumers alike.
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Humanitarian Access & Principles in
Practice

Lost in Sudanisation? What it
means to apply a principled
humanitarian approach in the
response to the crisis in Sudan
Sudan INGO Forum, HERE-Geneva

April 2025

Most of INGO acknowledge the
importance of humanitarian principles,
however its often treated as an
abstract framework rather than
practical tools for decision making.
Debates around neutrality, access, and
engagement indicate the lack of a
shared strategy. The paper
recommends reactive red lines toward
a collective approach to principled
action. Principled action that impartially
and proportionality inform operational
choices. 

Gravitating toward the Middle
East: How Sudan’s changing
regional context fuels conflict and
hinders mediation
Øystein Rolandsen and Antoni Sastra Bel

May 2025

Sudan’s civil war is shaped by a
complex interplay of internal divisions
and the growing involvement of
external actors, particularly from the
Middle East, who are advancing their
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own strategic interests. This
regionalisation has undermined
effective mediation, as both
international and regional powers often
prioritise competing agendas over a
unified peace process. The report
offers a rational and grounded analysis
of how Sudan’s mediation efforts can
move forward, despite these
geopolitical constraints. 

EXPLORE THE NEW WEBSITE TODAY!

Connect with us!

Don’t forget to follow us on social media to
stay up to date with the latest CSF analysis,

courses and events.

The Conflict Sensitivity Facility (CSF) does not attempt to verify or substantiate any
claims made within these publications. The opinions found therein are the

responsibility of the authors themselves, and do not necessarily reflect those of the
CSF.
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