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Dear Colleagues,

This month’s CSF Research Update brings you a curated roundup of key open-
source research and analysis to support aid actors working in Sudan. These updates
provide timely insights into evolving dynamics, helping strengthen conflict-sensitive
and effective aid responses.

We also feature select articles from the CSF Knowledge Hub, offering historical
context, lessons learned, and background analysis. You can find all the publications
below in the CSF Knowledge Hub.

New here? If this email was forwarded to you, sign up here to receive future
updates, along with information on upcoming events, roundtables, and trainings open
to aid actors in Sudan.
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CEOBs

May 2025

The 2023 war has caused severe
ecological damage ranging from direct
destruction of infrastructure and
habitats to indirect threats like
pollution, loss of vegetation, and
threats to livelihoods. Despite
monitoring by CEOBS since late 2023,
environmental impacts remain largely
underreported. The report urges
urgent assessments to track toxic
legacies and support climate-sensitive
recovery and peacebuilding planning.

Cholera in Conflict: Outbreak
Analysis and Lessons from
Gadaref State (2023–2024)
BMC Public Health

April2025

The paper follows the root causes of
the Cholera outbreak in Gadaref during
the first two years of the war. The
analysis is quite crucial as we are
entering the third rainy season during
the war. It identifies Atbara River as the
infection source and highlights conflict-
related delays in response and
healthcare access. The analysis shows
how fragile systems, late vaccination,
and poor water quality facilitated the
disease's spread. It calls for
investment in border surveillance, case
management, and community-led
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interventions to mitigate future
epidemics.

Climate Change as a Double-
Edged Sword: Exploring the
Potential of Environmental
Recovery to Foster Stability in
Darfur, Sudan
Abdalrahman Ahmed, Brian Rotich and

Kornel Czimber

March 2025

Exploring Darfur, this study assesses
whether environmental regeneration
could promote peace. While climate
change has amplified scarcity and
conflict, the paper argues that
investment in environmental recovery
—particularly community-based water
and land initiatives—could foster local
stability and resilience if coupled with
inclusive governance and long-term
planning.

War Economy and Resource Conflict

Escalation Pathways to the April
War and the Dynamics of Sudan's
Political Economy
Saleh Mustafa, Osama Hassan and

Mohamed Nagi Alassam

March 2025

Applying economic escalation theory,
this analysis charts how political deals,
resource alliances, and informal
revenue streams set the stage for full-
scale war starting in April 2023. It
recommends early targeting of market
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distortions and war economy drivers to
prevent conflict escalation and limit
regional spillover effects.

The Revenue Sources Sustaining
Sudan’s Civil War. Lessons for the
year 2023  
Ernst Jan HOGENDOORN

May 2025

A granular analysis of how war
economies have financed Sudan’s
ongoing conflict in 2023. Previous
reports have shed lights on gold
smuggling and gum arabic sales, this
reseach add genuine perspectives
especially about the role of informal
taxation and corporate complicity. The
brief highlights how informal and
extractive supply chains fuel violence,
arguing that peace interventions must
target these economic drivers and
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embed conflict-sensitive finance
approaches.

Locally Led Responses and Humanitarian
Practice

What Can We Learn From Locally
Led Experiences in Sudan?
FENNIA 

June 2025

This short reflection draws on
Norwegian People’s Aid’s engagement
in Sudan to critique top-down aid
models. It emphasises the value of
local knowledge, trust-building, and
equal partnerships in humanitarian
work. The authors argue that for locally
led responses to thrive, INGOs must
actively reflect on and challenge their
institutional power and decision-
making practices.  

Social Protection and Humanitarian Systems
Reform

Charting a Course for Social
Protection in Sudan: Bridging
Research and Policy
Social Protection Technical Assistance,

Advice, and Resources Facility, STAAR

April 2025
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Based on a high-level conference in
Nairobi, this report explores how
Sudanese-led social protection models
can replace collapsed state structures.
It advocates for conflict-sensitive,
decentralised, locally embedded
systems that integrate humanitarian
cash with long-term social assistance.
Key recommendations include
supporting local actors, improving
donor coordination, and using foresight
planning to adapt to Sudan’s
fragmented reality.

EXPLORE THE NEW WEBSITE TODAY!

Connect with us!

Don’t forget to follow us on social media to
stay up to date with the latest CSF analysis,

courses and events.
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