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Dear Colleagues,

This CSF Research Update brings you a curated roundup of key open-source
research and analysis to support aid actors working in Sudan. These updates provide
timely insights into evolving dynamics, helping strengthen conflict-sensitive and
effective aid responses.

We also feature select articles from the CSF Knowledge Hub, offering historical
context, lessons learned, and background analysis. You can find all the publications
below in the CSF Knowledge Hub.

New here? If this email was forwarded to you, sign up here to receive future
updates, along with information on upcoming events, roundtables, and trainings open
to aid actors in Sudan.
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How control and governance could
shape conditions for the population
and humanitarian response in 2026
ACAPS

November 2025

Sudan’s conflict is shifting quickly, and
future changes in control will shape
access, services, markets, and
protection needs. The ACAPS report
sets out four possible scenarios for
2026 and what each could mean for
humanitarian planning in an
increasingly unpredictable context.

Conflict and Social Dynamics

Political togetherness: pursuits for
change among the protesting youth
in Sudan 2018–2022
Mai Azzam and Lovise Aalen

September 2025

Years of youth-led volunteerism helped
re-politicise Sudan’s public spaces and
build the momentum behind the 2018
revolution. Cross-class collaboration,
especially from the middle class, was
key. The authors describe this shared
spirit as “political togetherness,”
shaped by trust, solidarity, and lived
social bonds.

Climate Change, Conflicts and Food
Security in North Darfur State,
Sudan: Risks and Implications
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Elamin Akoy, Adam Sabbil, Mohammed B.

Altoom, Salih Nurain, Emad Eldeen Salim

July 2025

Based on interviews and fieldwork, the
study highlights how recurrent
droughts, erratic rainfall, and resource
degradation have intensified
competition over land and water
exacerbating intercommunal tensions
and undermining livelihoods. It shows
that these climate-related stressors are
not isolated from conflict dynamics, but
instead entangle with ethnic politics,
displacement, and armed mobilisation,
creating a feedback loop of
vulnerability.

Localisation and Aid Systems

Accelerating Localisation: A
Roadmap for The Sudan
Humanitarian Fund
Nicholas Noe

September 2025

Sudan’s humanitarian funding shows
a major localisation gap, with only a
small fraction of the 2024 response
plan reaching national NGOs.
Sudanese organisations report
delayed, minimal sub-grants that
undermine their work. The publication
sets out urgent steps to strengthen
localisation, including deeper
engagement with local actors and
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expanding their access to funding and
decision making.

Economy, Livelihoods and Structural Drivers
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Economy-wide implications of
increasing school enrolment in Sub-
Saharan Africa
Zuhal Elnour, Khalid Siddig, Harald Grethe

October 2025

Using Sudan as a case, the analysis
models how lowering household
education costs affects enrolment and
the wider economy. Reducing primary
education costs cuts the number of
out-of-school children and boosts long-
term growth but leads to higher post-
primary dropouts. Lowering costs
across both primary and secondary
levels improves tertiary enrolment and
strengthens the overall skill profile of
the workforce.

Market Monitoring and Localised
Research in Extreme Conflict
SPARC

October 2025

A locally led network monitored
Darfur’s markets during one of the
war’s most inaccessible periods,
capturing trade flows, price shifts,
access constraints, and cross-border
dynamics despite collapsed data
systems. The brief also documents
security risks, market targeting by SAF
and RSF, and fragmented trade routes,
offering key lessons for food security
analysis and market monitoring in
highly insecure settings.

Subscribe Past Issues Translate

https://csf-sudan.org/list/economy-wide-implications-of-increasing-school-enrolment-in-sub-saharan-africa-519.html
https://csf-sudan.org/list/economy-wide-implications-of-increasing-school-enrolment-in-sub-saharan-africa-519.html
https://csf-sudan.org/list/economy-wide-implications-of-increasing-school-enrolment-in-sub-saharan-africa-519.html
https://csf-sudan.org/list/economy-wide-implications-of-increasing-school-enrolment-in-sub-saharan-africa-519.html
https://csf-sudan.org/list/economy-wide-implications-of-increasing-school-enrolment-in-sub-saharan-africa-519.html
https://csf-sudan.org/list/economy-wide-implications-of-increasing-school-enrolment-in-sub-saharan-africa-519.html
https://csf-sudan.org/list/economy-wide-implications-of-increasing-school-enrolment-in-sub-saharan-africa-519.html
https://csf-sudan.org/list/economy-wide-implications-of-increasing-school-enrolment-in-sub-saharan-africa-519.html
https://csf-sudan.org/list/economy-wide-implications-of-increasing-school-enrolment-in-sub-saharan-africa-519.html
https://csf-sudan.org/list/economy-wide-implications-of-increasing-school-enrolment-in-sub-saharan-africa-519.html
https://csf-sudan.org/list/economy-wide-implications-of-increasing-school-enrolment-in-sub-saharan-africa-519.html
https://csf-sudan.org/list/economy-wide-implications-of-increasing-school-enrolment-in-sub-saharan-africa-519.html
https://csf-sudan.org/list/economy-wide-implications-of-increasing-school-enrolment-in-sub-saharan-africa-519.html
https://csf-sudan.org/list/economy-wide-implications-of-increasing-school-enrolment-in-sub-saharan-africa-519.html
https://csf-sudan.org/list/economy-wide-implications-of-increasing-school-enrolment-in-sub-saharan-africa-519.html
https://csf-sudan.org/list/economy-wide-implications-of-increasing-school-enrolment-in-sub-saharan-africa-519.html
https://csf-sudan.org/list/economy-wide-implications-of-increasing-school-enrolment-in-sub-saharan-africa-519.html
https://csf-sudan.org/list/economy-wide-implications-of-increasing-school-enrolment-in-sub-saharan-africa-519.html
https://csf-sudan.org/list/market-monitoring-and-localised-research-in-extreme-conflict-521.html
https://csf-sudan.org/list/market-monitoring-and-localised-research-in-extreme-conflict-521.html
https://csf-sudan.org/list/market-monitoring-and-localised-research-in-extreme-conflict-521.html
https://csf-sudan.org/list/market-monitoring-and-localised-research-in-extreme-conflict-521.html
https://csf-sudan.org/list/market-monitoring-and-localised-research-in-extreme-conflict-521.html
https://csf-sudan.org/list/market-monitoring-and-localised-research-in-extreme-conflict-521.html
https://csf-sudan.org/list/market-monitoring-and-localised-research-in-extreme-conflict-521.html
https://csf-sudan.org/list/market-monitoring-and-localised-research-in-extreme-conflict-521.html
https://csf-sudan.org/list/market-monitoring-and-localised-research-in-extreme-conflict-521.html
https://csf-sudan.org/list/market-monitoring-and-localised-research-in-extreme-conflict-521.html
https://csf-sudan.org/list/market-monitoring-and-localised-research-in-extreme-conflict-521.html
https://csf-sudan.org/list/market-monitoring-and-localised-research-in-extreme-conflict-521.html
https://csf-sudan.org/list/market-monitoring-and-localised-research-in-extreme-conflict-521.html
https://csf-sudan.org/list/market-monitoring-and-localised-research-in-extreme-conflict-521.html
https://csf-sudan.org/list/market-monitoring-and-localised-research-in-extreme-conflict-521.html
https://csf-sudan.org/list/market-monitoring-and-localised-research-in-extreme-conflict-521.html
https://csf-sudan.org/list/market-monitoring-and-localised-research-in-extreme-conflict-521.html
http://eepurl.com/hpq6Yj
https://us7.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=4685f35db84aa80dcb98c346e&id=e9de1c1e22
https://us7.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=4685f35db84aa80dcb98c346e&id=e9de1c1e22
javascript:;


The War Economy in Darfur:
Distorting Trade and Fueling
Conflict
SPARC

October 2025

The war economy is transforming trade
in Darfur, driven largely by RSF and
Dagalo-linked commercial networks.
Field research shows how the RSF
has monopolised key commodities and
pushed out long-standing traders
through privileged access to capital,
transport, and tax exemptions.
Widespread looting, banditry, market
relocations, and expanding
checkpoints have created a severely
distorted market system that
undermines livelihoods and intensifies
conflict.

EXPLORE THE NEW WEBSITE TODAY!

Connect with us!

Don’t forget to follow us on social media to
stay up to date with the latest CSF analysis,

courses and events.
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