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Dear Colleagues,

This CSF Research Update brings you a curated roundup of key open-source
research and analysis to support aid actors working in Sudan. These updates provide
timely insights into evolving dynamics, helping strengthen conflict-sensitive and
effective aid responses.

We also feature select articles from the CSF Knowledge Hub, offering historical
context, lessons learned, and background analysis. You can find all the publications
below in the CSF Knowledge Hub.

New here? If this email was forwarded to you, sign up here to receive future
updates, along with information on upcoming events, roundtables, and trainings open
to aid actors in Sudan.
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Emadeddin Badi

December 2025

Cross-border arms flows and
mercenary recruitment have surged
since Sudan’s war began, reshaping
security dynamics far beyond its
borders. Supply chains linked to the
RSF, Sahelian smuggling routes and
local militias are now increasingly
interconnected, accelerating instability
across Chad and Libya. The analysis
warns that unmanaged weapons
circulation and fighter mobility will
continue to destabilise border
communities and undermine regional
peace efforts.

Contested borderlands: Rapid
Support Forces governance and
negotiated sovereignty in Sudan
XCEPT

November 2025

Sudan’s borderlands have become
frontlines not only of conflict, but of
competing governance systems. RSF
commanders, traditional authorities
and local intermediaries are asserting
legitimacy in areas where state
institutions have receded. Drawing on
case studies from conflict-affected
border regions, the report examines
how residents navigate shifting power
structures, hybrid governance
arrangements and contested
sovereignty.
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Under the Gun: Military and
Paramilitary Actors in Sudan’s
Agrifood System
Danielle Resnick, Hala Abushama, Mosab

Ahmed, Oliver Kirui, and Khalid Siddig

January 2026

Pharmacy education in Sudan has
been severely disrupted by war, with
infrastructure damage, revenue loss
and halted clinical training placing
professional pipelines at risk. College
leaders describe rapid shifts to online
teaching, relocation to safer sites and
collaboration hubs, while warning that
urgent support is needed to sustain
and rehabilitate higher education
systems critical to future healthcare
recovery.

Climate, Environment, and Natural
Resources

Integrated Assessment of Climate-
Related Security Risks for Peace
and Security in Blue Nile, Sudan,
and Their Gender Dimensions
UNEP

2025

Climate shocks, displacement and
insecurity in Blue Nile are transforming
access to land, water and livelihoods,
particularly for women. Local resource-
sharing systems have weakened, while
coping strategies have intensified
environmental pressure and gender-
based risks. The report outlines
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practical pathways to restore
community governance mechanisms
and support gender-responsive,
climate-resilient livelihoods in fragile
settings.

Economy, Poverty, and Recovery

Stabilisation and Structural Policies
in Sudan: An Empirical Analysis of
Aggregate Demand, Supply, and
Socioeconomic Impacts
Issam A.W. Mohamed and Kamal M. Osman

2025

Macroeconomic collapse has unfolded
alongside Sudan’s war, driving inflation
and widespread poverty. Economic
modelling combined with World Bank
and IMF data links policy decisions to
swings in demand, supply and welfare
outcomes. The paper outlines why
recovery requires pairing short-term
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stabilisation with longer-term structural
transformation.

Food Security, and Rural Livelihoods

Understanding Sorghum Farmer
Typology in Sudan: A Data-Driven
Lens to Scrutinise Agriculture and
Rural Development
Haruna Sekabira, Guy Simbeko, Abraham

Abatneh, and Samuel Cledon

January 2026

Sorghum underpins Sudan’s food
security, yet sorghum-growing
households live vastly different rural
realities. Survey data reveals farmer
profiles shaped by land size,
education, income and remoteness.
The paper argues that agricultural and
rural development policies must move
beyond one-size-fits-all approaches
toward spatially targeted strategies
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that address vulnerability, productivity
and resilience.

Education, Gender, and Social Development

Empowering Sudanese Rural
Women Through ICT in Education
Elhadi Nasr Elhadi, Mustafa Elnour Mubarak,

M.A. Omer, and Omyma Nasr El-Hadi

Mustafa

January 2026

Digital technology is opening new
educational possibilities for rural
women in Sudan, even amid weak
infrastructure. Interviews with rural girls
highlight barriers such as unreliable
electricity, limited connectivity and low
awareness, alongside strong interest in
ICT for e-banking and
telecommunications access. The
article shows how improving basic
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digital conditions could unlock
education and economic
empowerment gains.

Impact of Sudan’s armed conflict on
pharmacy education and the
institutional response amidst the
crisis: a cross-sectional survey
Lina Altayeb, Mohammed K. Elsiddig &

Abeer Saeed et al.

January 2026

Pharmacy education in Sudan has
been severely disrupted by war, with
infrastructure damage, revenue loss
and halted clinical training placing
professional pipelines at risk. College
leaders describe rapid shifts to online
teaching, relocation to safer sites and
collaboration hubs, while warning that
urgent support is needed to sustain
and rehabilitate higher education
systems critical to future healthcare
recovery.
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claims made within these publications. The opinions found therein are the

responsibility of the authors themselves, and do not necessarily reflect those of the
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