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Dear Colleagues,

This CSF Research Update brings you a curated roundup of key open-source research
and analysis to support aid actors working in Sudan. These updates provide timely insights
into evolving dynamics, helping strengthen conflict-sensitive and effective aid responses.

We also feature select articles from the CSF Knowledge Hub, offering historical context,
lessons learned, and background analysis. You can find all the publications below in the
CSF Knowledge Hub.

New here? If this email was forwarded to you, sign up here to receive future updates,
along with information on upcoming events, roundtables, and trainings open to aid actors in
Sudan.
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The Destabilising Role of the United
Arab Emirates in African Conflicts

Gerrit Kurtz, Wolfram Lacher and Stephan Roll

The United Arab Emirates (UAE) the most actors
in African eonflicts, from Ethiopia. Libya and Somalia to Sudan. The leadership in Abu
Dhabi obstinately denies its support for belligerents, yet it has maintained it even
during the US-Isracli war against Iran - despite the serious repercussions for the UAE.
Its role impedes efforts at confliet resolution and exacerbates humanitarian erises
and regional instability. It undermines Europe's interest in reliable trade routes, the

ion of forced and regios Germany and its Euro-
pean partners should accord much greater t to the UAE's destabilising actions
xplicitly and consider sanctions. The

cantext of the war with Iran, as well as tensions between the UAE and Saudi Arabia,
offers an opening for a change in policy in Abu Dhabl.

al and Security Affairs

A Religion, Peace, and Conflict
Country Profile

Janette Yarwood
April 2026

Religion is not the primary driver of
Sudan's current war, yet it continues to
shape how communities experience
conflict, protection, and governance. This
country profile explores how religious
institutions provide refuge and support
during crises while also examining how
religious narratives are used by armed
actors to reinforce legitimacy and control.
The report argues that understanding
religion's role is essential for
humanitarian access, civilian protection,
and post-conflict recovery.
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This report examines the UAE's growing
role in conflicts across Africa, including
Sudan, Libya, Ethiopia, and Somalia. It
argues that financial support, logistics
networks, arms transfers, and
relationships with local armed groups
have enabled the UAE to expand its
influence while contributing to conflict
escalation and regional instability. The
analysis highlights how these
interventions have complicated peace
efforts and deepened humanitarian crises
across the continent.
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WAR  BULDPEACE

e Sudanese Initiative to Stop
War and Build Peace

Nt prepared by: The Initiative's Research and

The Flow of Arms and Money Feeding
the War in Sudan Can Be Cut. What is
Missing is The Will

Hubert Kinkoh

May 2026

Focusing on the external networks
sustaining Sudan's war, this analysis
traces the flow of arms, financing, and
political support that continue to benefit
both the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF)
and the Rapid Support Forces (RSF). It
argues that weak enforcement of
sanctions and arms embargoes,
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Tracks
The Sudanese Initiative to Stop the War and
Build Peace

February 2026

Examining the evolution of mediation
efforts since the outbreak of war in April
2023, this report argues that competing
international and regional initiatives have
struggled to deliver meaningful progress
toward peace. It explores how external
geopolitical interests, fragmented
diplomatic tracks, and the marginalisation
of Sudanese actors have undermined
mediation efforts. The report advocates
for a Sudanese-led peace process that
addresses the structural drivers of
conflict, including governance failures,
the war economy, and questions of
justice and accountability.
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persist. The paper calls for greater

international action to disrupt these
support systems and address the political

economy sustaining the war.

=575 STPT War Economy Sertes

Future Bank:
Sudan’s Monetary
Partition

By Suliman Baldo

In an indication of acute cash scarcity in areas controlled by the Rapid Support Forces
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Zil Ju-umll“'l"" Future Bank: Sudan's Monetary

Partition

Suliman Baldo
May 2026

(RSF), the

military intelligence department of the RSF’s 4th Division in Al Daein issued a decree on April

23, 2026—a copy of which was seen by STPT—capping at 15% the commission that traders may
charge for converting money held digitally in Bankak, the most commonly used platform in Sudan,
into Sudanese pound banknotes. While still higher than usual rates for cash out transactions, 15% is
significantly below the amount that traders had been charging in RSF areas, up to 40%. In response,
many traders stopped offering the service at all, sparking a fresh crisis that disrupted both commercial
activity and family remittances.

To address the worsening crisis surrounding access to and circulation of currency, the prime
minister of the RSF- Tasis g Hassan Al-Taishi, issued a decree on
May 11 esablishing a “Transitional Mom.uq Lounul tasked with promoting monetary stability
and regulating banking affairs. The decree mandated the Council to oversee and manage currency
circulation, implement the currency exchange program, and issue licenses for banking activities, in
coordination with the Governor of the Central Bank of Sudan.!

The Tasis government's policy response to the crisis culminated in the appointment of its own central
bank governor on May 21, Hussein Yahya Jangol, a veteran banker who rose through the ranks of the
national central bank and served as its governor from February 25, 2022 to May 14,2023 *

These f2 hing measures undy the d ing i ional crisis the Tasis
authorities as they attempl to establish i and | Y as a g g authority. The first
clear signs of this structural challenge emerged in January 2026 with the appearance of the Bank of
the Future and its affiliated digital money transfer application in RSF-controlled arcas,

Private sector sources report that, beginning in 2024, the RSF—and later the Tasis government—
faced strong pressure from business leaders to standardize currency in RSF-controlled areas and
creale a money-transfer alternative to Bankak .

To address chronic and severe cash shortages, of which the RSF decree offered additional evidence, the
RSF-controlled Tasis political alliance launched “El Mustagbal (Future) Bank™ in carly January 2026
in Nyala, 0 semi-electronic financial exchange in Darfur In addition 1o addressing cash shortages,
the mechanism aims to facilitate bank transfers, reduce reliance on paper currency, and bypass the

“The P the'
wnslla\|mhadsratu:(20535ﬂ134133715641275 20

“Official: The Tasis Peace Govemment appoints Hussein Yahia Jangol govemor of the central bank of Sudan.” May 21,
2::2& Tasis Govemments offial Facebook page Tasis 24, at: hitpsJ 1E7E Tpgi

111 sTPT E

Coundil” in Arabic, May 11, 2026, hitps /i comi
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As Sudan's formal banking system fragments

under the pressures of war, new financial

mechanisms have emerged in areas outside

government control. This report examines the

rise of Future Bank and its digital payment

system in RSF-controlled territories,

assessing their role in addressing liquidity

shortages while simultaneously reinforcing

economic fragmentation. The analysis warns

that competing financial systems risk

deepening Sudan's monetary divide and

strengthening the incentives that sustain the

war economy.
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SUDAN Thematic Report: Risk
Analysis (2026)

ACAPS
May 2026

Looking ahead to the second half of
2026, this ACAPS report identifies the

key risks likely to worsen humanitarian

conditions across Sudan. Potential

conflict escalation, displacement, trade

disruptions, access constraints, and

service collapse are assessed according

to their likelihood and potential
humanitarian impact. The report is
intended to support preparedness
planning by highlighting the scenarios
most likely to drive future needs.

‘S AFRICAN FUTURES

SUDAN

Special Report 2026

BEYOND THE
CONFLICT
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SUDAN
Risk analysis (2026)

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Aim and scope

This report outlines seven risks of emerging or deteriorating humanitarian conditions
in Sudan between June—December 2026. The risk analysis aims to support
humanitarian decision makers in anticipating potential escalations in humanitarian
needs, displacement, humanitarian access constraints, and service disruptions to
inform proactive preparedness and response planning.

These seven risks were selected based on their relevance to humanitarian decision-
making. They were identified based on emerging triggers, conflict and political
developments, and deteriorating trends likely to worsen humanitarian outcomes
over the next six months.

Data collection, triangulation, and validati

ACAPS used a combination of secondary data review, joint analysis, and targeted
external consultation to identify risks and assess their probability and potential
humanitarian impact through trends analysis, precedent analysis, and the
triangulation of operational and contextual information.

+ Secondary data review: the ACAPS team reviewed publicly available data
and information to identify emerging developments, escalating trends, and
deteriorating conditions likely to heighten humanitarian needs, including
displacement, humanitarian access constraints, service disruptions, and food
insecurity. The review included reports, datasets, and knowledge products from
humanitarian organisations, research institutions, and media sources covering
Sudan.

- Key informant interviews (Klis) and external reviews: ACAPS conducted a
limited number of KlIs and external reviews with operational responders working
in humanitarian INGOs and NNGOs in Sudan. These consultations were used as
a supplementary input to gather insights, collate operational perspectives, and
validate findings.

Any comments or questions? Please contact us at info@acaps.org

Beyond the Conflict: Charting a Path
to Sustainable Growth and
Development in Sudan

UNDP
April 2026

Despite abundant natural resources, a
young population, and a strategic
geographic position, Sudan has struggled
to achieve sustained development due to
decades of conflict and weak
governance. Using long-term forecasting
models, this report explores alternative
development scenarios and examines
what would be required to place Sudan
on a more inclusive and sustainable
growth trajectory. It concludes that lasting
peace, institutional reform, and
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Double Jeopardy: Conflict and Natural
Disasters-Driven Cholera Outbreaks in
Sudan

Rana Osman, Arwa Mohamed, Damilare
Akintunde, Alexander Habtemariam, Gorashey
Ahmed, lyas Dawood, and Rawa Badri
February 2026

Cholera outbreaks in Sudan are
increasingly shaped by the combined
effects of conflict and environmental
shocks. This paper examines how
displacement, overcrowding, damaged
infrastructure, and weakened disease
surveillance systems have created
conditions for recurring outbreaks. It
argues that effective responses must
integrate vaccination campaigns, water
and sanitation improvements, hygiene
promotion, and stronger early warning
systems to build resilience in fragile
settings.

International Health 2026; 0: 1
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Double jeopardy: conflict and natural disasters-driven cholera
outbreaks in Sudan

Rana Osman '8, Arwa Mohamed®, Damilare Akintunde®<, Alexander Habtemariam®*, Gorashey Ahmed®,
Iyas Dawood (7 and Rawa Badri (70
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Medicine, Facuity of Medicine, Ahmadu Bello Uniersity, Zoria 810107, Nigeria; “Faculty il Eutao
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hartoum, Khartoum 1111, Sudan
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Cnolera cantinues to be a globol threat, particulariy n regions affected by conflict and environmental shocks,
such as Sudan. Such humanitarian crises disrupt sanitation, water, and heaith systems, exacerbating cholera
transmission. Overcrowded comps from displacement, poor hygiene, and weak surveillance further contribute
o the outbreaks even beyond national borders. This paper explores armed conflict-driven crises and popula-

tion moverent os epidemiological drivers of

oty Enig e e o iyt o

1q vaccination, water, san
interventions are necessary for mitigating out

Keywords: cholera, confict, hygiene, outbraak, sanitation, vaccine.

Epidemiological drivers of cholera: the role of
conflict and population displacement

Cholera Is on acute bacteriol severe dianhen, defydrating dis-

ease caused by Vibrio cholerge that can be fatal within hours? G

The transmission of this disease s facilitated by complex factors,

ture, and early detecs

The
s ot buicing long-ter resiience in such fragie settings.

Armed conflicts and population movements are impacting
cholera transmission. Globally, conflicts can lead to the col-
Iopse of essential pubIE heolth IMToStructLIe, Icluding WASH
systerns: The subsequent displacement of people INto aver-
ips or urbx oor are-
ates an envirenment ripe for rapid disease spread.® The ongeing

including political conflicts, community movements, and environ-
mental shocks, especiolly when access to water, sanitation, and
hygiene (WASH) facilities is compromised.

The cholera outbreak in Sudan is part of  larger giobal and
regional criss. Between January 1 and May 25, 2025, the African
Region recorded 117 346 cholera coses across 17 countries. The
largest burdens were reported in South Sudan (51054 cases),
foliowed by the Democratic Republic of the Congo (27 008) and
Angola (22 557). Sudan reported 16 564 cases during this same
period? From 1 Jonuary to 11 August 2025, Sudan reported
48768 suspected coses of cholera and ocute watery diarhea,
with 1094 deaths, corresponding to a case fatallty rate of 2.2%
The disease has affected all 18 states, with notably elevated
transmission detected in Khartoum, North Kardofan, White Nile,
and ocross the Darfur region.® Cholera has impacted people of
all ages, with more than 70% of reported cases occurring ameng
infants and individuals up to 50 years old.*

civilwar { swr‘vln s most.
arises,

and the movement of msp\clted peopie Into temporary shelters
has created a fovorable environment for cholera.®

Health system disruption and response
limitations

Appraximately 80% of healthcare facilties in confict-impocted
Zones are out of service. Medical teams at centers such as Al
Jazeera East Hospital in Al Bashraga, Al Jazeera State, continue
o care for patients with cholera by delivering oral rehydration
therapy and reserving intravenous fuid administration for in-
dividuals with severe dehydration.’ Before the outbreak of the
civilwar, Sudan’s healthcare sector was already characterized by

© The Author(s 2026. Publshed by Oaford Universty Press on beholf of Royol Society of Tropical Medicne andHygiene. This s on Open Access

License 07), which

permits unresiricted reuse, distribution, and repraduction ) any medium, provided the originalwrk s praperly lled.
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The Conflict Sensitivity Facility (CSF) does not attempt to verify or substantiate any
claims made within these publications. The opinions found therein are the
responsibility of the authors themselves, and do not necessarily reflect those of the
CSF.
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