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Dear Colleagues,

This CSF Research Update brings you a curated roundup of key open-source research
and analysis to support aid actors working in Sudan. These updates provide timely insights
into evolving dynamics, helping strengthen conflict-sensitive and effective aid responses.

We also feature select articles from the CSF Knowledge Hub, offering historical context,
lessons learned, and background analysis. You can find all the publications below in the
CSF Knowledge Hub.

New here? If this email was forwarded to you, sign up here to receive future updates,

along with information on upcoming events, roundtables, and trainings open to aid actors in
Sudan.
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protest and state response. Comparing
the two projects, Lema examines how
political institutions and state capacity
shape the way governments deal with
affected communities—and how those

communities resist.

Commander of the Rapid Support Forces (RSF) Mohamed Hamdan Dagalo with UAE President Mohamed bin
Zayed Al Nahyan
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Understanding
the Gulf's Role in
Sudan’s War
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RESEARCH ARTICLE

Domestic political institutions and conflict
dynamices in Chinese-backed dam projects: Ghana
and Sudan compared

Abdou Rahim Lema, lema.abdourahim @gmail.com
Queen’s University and University of Ottawa, Canada

This article examines how domestic political institutions shape the conflict dynamics
surrounding Chinese-backed infiastructure projectsin Africa. Focusing on Bui Dam in Ghana
and Merowe Dam in Sudan, it argues that similar development projects can generate markedly
different trajectories of contention depending on how states mobilise and deploy state capacity.
Drawing on scholarship on regime type, state capacity, and contentions poliics, the article
shows that demoeratic and authoritarian political contexts condition both the straregies states
adopt towards affected communities and the forms of resistance that emerge in response.
The article develops a comparative qualitative analysis based on fieldwork, interviews,
documentary sonrces, and process tracing. It demonstrates that in Ghana, relatively stronger
administrarive capacity and more open political instifutions enabled more institutionalised and
negotiated forms of contestation, even though significant tensions, exclusions, and grievances
persisted throughout the project. In contrast, Sudan's military-autocratic pelitical structure
and reliance on coercive state capacity contributed to highly exclusionary forms of project

violent repression, and more transg conflict dynamics.
By placing domestic political institutions at the centre of the analysis. the article contributes
to debates on China—Africa relations and infr led develop by showing that the

political consequences of Chinese-backed projects are mediated through the institutional and
political environments in which they are embedded. More broadly, the study highlights the
disconnect between official devel narratives ga-dam projects and the
lived experiences of affected communities.

Cer article examine comment les instirutions politiques africaines fagonnent les dynamiques
de conflit entourant les projets dinfrastructures fimncés par la Chine en Afrique. A partir
d'une anslyse comparative du barrage de Bui au Ghana et du barrage de Merowe au Soudan,
il montre que des projets de développement similaires peuvent produire des trajectoires de

At the Edge of American Empire:
Understanding the Gulf’s Role in
Sudan’s War

Joshua Craze

September 2026

Gulf states’ involvement in Sudan
extends beyond their support for
opposing sides in the current war. Craze
argues that competition over resources
and strategic routes has reinforced
military power and weakened prospects
for democratic rule. The essay places
today’s conflict within a longer history of
Gulf investment and political influence in
Sudan.
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Abdalrahman Ahmed and Kornel Czimber
August 2026

Drought patterns across Darfur have
shifted over four decades, but the
changes differ between North, West and
South Darfur. The study finds a long-term
easing of drought conditions in parts of
the region alongside substantial
fluctuations and recurring severe
episodes. Its historical perspective can
help inform drought monitoring and
climate adaptation without obscuring
present risks.
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Multi-decadal drought variability and regime dynamics in Darfur,
Sudan (1981-2025)
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Inclusive Humanitarian Action Policy Brief — August 2026

Amplifying the Voices of Sudanese Persons with
Disabilities: A Life Saving Call to Address Their Needs in
the Humanitarian Crisis

The inclusion of persons with disabilities in emergency response is
a care component of principled and effective humanitarian action. It
ensures that vulnerable populations at risk of exclusion have equal
access to humanitarian assistance and services essential for
survival, protection, and recovery.

Persons with disabilities face compounded risks in emergencies, from inaccessible early-warning
information to loss of assistive devices and inaccessible aid distributions. Yet most humanitarian
actors still lack the technical capacity and skills to adapt life-saving services ffood security,
health, water, sanitation and hygiene -WASH-, protection) accordingly. This gap heightens the
vulnerability of populations already at risk of exclusion

Quick facts

+  According to the World Health Organization, 16% of the world population has a disability!
including 93 millien children, 13 million of those experiencing severe difficulties.

+  Women with disabilities are 2—4 times more likely to experience intimate partner violence and
10 times more likely to experience sexual violence than women without disabilities .

« Women with disabilities are twice as likely, and girls with disabilities are up to 4 times more
likely, to be affected by violence than their peers without disabilities®.

Disability-inclusive humanitarian action is grounded in International Humanitarian Law (IHL) and
International Human Rights Law (IHRL), placing persons with disabilities as rights-holders at the
center of response. The Inter Agency Standing Committee (JASC) Guidelines on Inclusion of Persans
with Disabilities set four “must-do actions" across the program cycle: disaggregate data, identify and
remove barriers, promote meaningful participation, and support persens with disabilities to develop

Sudan Informal Social Protection

Prosper Global
August 2026
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Amplifying the Voices of Sudanese
Persons with Disabilities: A Life
Saving Call to Address Their Needs in
the Humanitarian Crisis

Humanity & Inclusion

September 2026

Persons with disabilities face heightened
risks during Sudan’s humanitarian crisis,
while inaccessible services, information
and assistance can prevent them from
meeting essential needs. The policy brief
calls for disability inclusion throughout the
humanitarian response, including better
data, consultation with persons with
disabilities and assistance adapted to
their needs.
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support for households across Sudan.
Prosper Global finds that these networks
are under growing strain, while displaced
people and households with weaker
social connections rely more heavily on
community initiatives. The findings show
why monitoring informal support matters
for identifying needs that conventional aid
assessments may miss.

SUDAN INFORMAL
SOCIAL PROTECTION
MONITORING

Round 1
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EXPLORE OUR WEBSITE TODAY!

Connect with us!

Don’t forget to follow us on social media to stay up to date with the latest CSF
analysis, courses and events.
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claims made within these publications. The opinions found therein are the
responsibility of the authors themselves, and do not necessarily reflect those of the

CSF.
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